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Around the 
Archdeaconries: 
youth work 

See page seven for a variety of 
different youth work projects 
from across our Archdeaconries. 



Pastoral care course - 
page 1 1 



Cross cultural mission - 
centrespread 



Summer reading- page 5 



'Wisdom and hope' for schools 

Duckies 


CHURCH school headteachers were 
inspired by “Wise Words” of hope, science 
and spirituality at their annual Diocesan 
conference last month. World renowned 
scientist Sir Robert Winston, Mike Ion, 
a school consultant and DfE advisor and 
Anne Davey, the Diocesan Director of 
Education, were the keynote speakers. 

Headteachers arrived to classical music 
from students from Waddesdon CE Sec- 
ondary School. They were entertained over 
their lunch break by pupils from Aylesbury 
Vale CE Academy. It was the first time 
the event was held at Hedsor House near 
Taplow in Buckinghamshire where the con- 
ference had sole use of the beautiful house 
and gardens. 

Mike gave a poignant presentation on 
Leadership of Hope, starting with a clip 
from a TED talk of Bryan Stevenson, a law- 
yer who works with teenagers in Alabama 
who have been sentenced to life with no 
parole. 


“The talk this 
morning on hope was 
inspirational...” 

Mike also cited Jurgen Moltmann, the 
author of Theology of Hope and Soren 
Kierkegaard, a Danish philosopher. He 
told the story of his late friend Gordon 
Wilson, who set up the Spirit of Enniskil- 
len Trust after his daughter Marie, 20 was 
one of those killed when the IRA bombed 
the Cenotaph in 1987. Gordon is known 
for pledging to not bear a grudge but to 
pray for his daughters killers every night. 
His trust aimed to engage young people in 
building a fair, shared and diverse society 
in Northen Ireland. 

Sir Robert, famous for his television ap- 


pearances and research into IVF, used vari- 
ous examples and philosophers to dem- 
onstrate that spirituality is important to 
survival, stating that he felt the view of his 
friend, Richard Dawkins, the well-known 
atheist, was critically wrong. 

Among the various philosophers he 
quoted and anecdotes he gave, Sir Robert 
included a picture of some elderly people 


on a cruise ship on the Atlantic at 3.30am, 
sitting waiting for an eclipse of the moon. 

“The fact is that we have that spiritual 
notion of the cosmos we will never under- 
stand but we want to try to understand 
it.” His presentation had started with the 
Tower of Babel, and ended with the Large 
Hadron Collider, where 60 languages are 
spoken between the various scientists who 


work there. Anne Davey ended the day 
with a reflection on the Wisdom of the 
Upper Room where the Last Supper took 
place. She spoke about the responsibility of 
educating all of the 60,000 children in the 
Dioceses 284 Church schools and affirm- 
ing the skills and faith of the head teachers 
to do their crucial jobs. 

...continued on page two 
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News 


'Wisdom and hope' for schools 



Music students Fleur Pardoe and Jordan Deans, both 1 8, from Waddesdon CE School; 
performed as headteachers arrived. Photo: Jo Duckies. 


...continued from page one 

Headteachers said they thoroughly 
enjoyed the day. Chris Tomes, of Church- 
mead School in Datchet, said: “The talk this 
morning on hope was inspirational and the 
way he communicated in a way that allowed 
space to think about it was really well done. 
It was great to see Lord Winston too and 
there was definitely a message of hope com- 
ing through as he spoke.” 

Nicola Flower, from Gerrards Cross CE 
Primary School, said: “There were nuggets 
of wisdom I took away, especially from the 
first speaker this morning, and the impor- 
tance of our jobs in maintaining hope in 
our communities and in our schools.” 


The Education teams intention to prove 
the words of Proverbs 13 v20: “He who 
walks with the wise grows wise,” was cer- 
tainly in evidence. 


See page 12 for more news from schools. 


See www.oxford.anglican.org/sir- 
robert-winston-keynote-speaker- 
diocesan-conference/ for a full 
gallery of photographs from the day. 


Celebrating the birth of Thomas Gray 



PICNICS and music will celebrate the birth 
of Thomas Gray, the poet who wrote Elegy 
Written in a Country Churchyard on 9 July. 

During the afternoon the Bishop of 
Buckingham, the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, will 
unveil the new Thomas Gray Landscape 
Welcome Board, installed by the National 
Trust. Bishop Alan said: “Grays Elegy is 
one of the great poems of the English 
language. Succeeding generations since 
1751 have learned it and revelled in its 


tender, rich and thoughtful web of words. 

“I am very much looking forward to 
being in Stoke Poges to capture its spirit 
on this 300th anniversary of the poets 
birth.” 

The Stoke Poges Village Gray Celebration 
will start at 12 noon with picnics and 
music at Grays Monument, Church Lane, 
Stoke Poges SL2 4NZ. 

www.thomasgray2016.org 


Boys' Brigade awards in Bloxham 



Bloxham Boys 7 Brigade held 
their 8th annual awards 
evening at Jubilee Park 
Hall, Bloxham recently. The 
chief guests were the Revd. 

Dale Gingrich, the Vicar of 
St Mary's Bloxham and Dan 
Roberts, Life President of 
Bloxham Boys' Brigade. 

25 members received 
badges and awards including 
Seion (in age group 5-8) , Joel 
(in age group 8-11) and Chris 
(in age group 11-18) who 
were awarded 'best boy' trophies for outstanding achievement. 


For more details of the brigade's activities see www.1 stbloxhamboysbrigade. 
moonfruit.com 


Ding dong merrily on high 


Ding dong merrily on 
high could be heard 
throughout Drayton 
in Oxfordshire for the 
start of a special service 
that saw the unveiling 
of a blue plaque to 
commemorate the 
Revd Francis Edward 
Robinson. Francis was 
the parish priest at 
Drayton for 30 years and 
is the first man ever to 
ring more than 1,000 
peals. 




Welcome back Bishop Victoria 


THE Rt Revd Victoria Matthews, Bishop 
of Christ Church, New Zealand, returned 
to the Diocese of Oxford to speak at our 
annual Licensed Lay Ministers’ conference. 
Bishop Victoria (pictured with the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, the Bishop of Reading), was 
the keynote speaker at the 2014 Imagining 
Faith Clergy Conference. See www.oxford. 
anglican.org/bishop-victoria-new- 
zealand- comes -11m- conference/for a short 
video of Bishop Victoria. 


Lottery grant for Old 
School scheme 

THE Oxford Academy has secured 
a Lottery Grant to develop an Old 
School programme. 

Old School brings together senior 
members of the community and 
school pupils. By actively engaging 
with teenagers, the Senior Partners 
report a reduction in their feelings of 
loneliness and isolation and a greater 
interest in keeping fit and active. The 
junior partners gain confidence too 
through helping another person, 
which is reflected in their selfesteem, 
school work and ambition levels. Niall 
McWiliams, the headteacher, said: "We 
are delighted to receive this generous 
development grant which has given 
us the opportunity to develop the 
materials, and start to build a plan to 
expand this programme to support 
more people and change people's 
lives." 


Mammoth Bible reading attempt in Warfield 

WARFIELD Church in Berkshire is celebrating 1,000 years since Queen Emma is said 
to have granted permission for a chapel to be built on the side of St Michael's Church 
by reading the whole Bible aloud. All members of its seven congregations are invited 
to take part as well as representatives from parts of the community the church is 
intertwined with. 

Groups are finding creative ways of presenting chapters and books, including 
one group reading Job in character roles. There will also be displays showing the 
history of the Bible and of the church. The three day event will culminate with a final 
celebration with the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, joining in on the 
Sunday. 

The Revd Janet Taft, Associate Minister, said: "It feels a great privilege to be here 
at this momentous millennium milestone. The Church has been preaching and 
teaching the word of God in Warfield for at least 1 ,000 years. What better way 
to celebrate this than reading through the entire Bible along with the whole 
community of which we feel such an integral part?" 

Bible Live takes place from 1 0am on Wednesday 7 September to 5pm on Saturday 
1 0 September. For more information check out www.thebiblelive.co.uk 






News 


Sue and Diana named in the Queen 



Sue Brett and Diana 
Hasting have been 
named in the Queen's 
Birthday Honours list. Jo 
Duckies reports. 

DIANA has been awarded an MBE 
for her services to the family 
charity PACT. Diana, who visits 
Church House Oxford to proof 
read the Door every month, has 
been a trustee of PACT for 17 
years. PACT was set up in 1911 as 
the Oxford Diocesan Council of 
Social Work to help the destitute. 

Dianas first job after leaving 
school was at 10 Downing Street 
as a Garden Room Girl. “It was an 
extremely grand typing pool that 
looked out over the gardens of 
the PM’s house. She left number 
10 to marry a young barrister 
called, if you can believe it, 

Harold Wilson. 

She was later the secretary to 
a charity called the Society for 
Computers and Law. “I used 
to visit solicitors’ officers and 
tell them that eventually every 
lawyer would have a computer on 
their desk and they fell off their 
chairs laughing, but it was just at 
the beginning.” Diana’s role was 
freelance and she also offered 
typing services and worked as a 
conference organiser. 

She had three sons and a 


daughter to her first 
husband, who was later a 
judge, but they divorced 
in 1972. She married 
the late Peter Hasting in 
1978 and says her MBE is 
a tribute to him. “He gave 
me the confidence to do 
things on my own and then 
encouraged me to go out and 
do them,” says Diana. 

Her experience of family 
life inspired her to help with 
PACT when she discovered 
the charity at an Oxford Diocesan 
Synod meeting. “When I first 
joined it was very much a 
voluntary adoption agency,” she 
says. “Since then it has diversified 
very much into community 
work. For many years they ran 
Oxfordshire County Council’s 
children’s centres and they now 
run two big community projects - 
Alana House, a one-stop shop for 
disadvantaged women. We gave 
five girls from Alana disposable 
cameras and got them to take lots 
of pictures and talk about what 
it had meant to them to attend a 
conference in Brussels discussing 
the treatment of offenders in 
various countries.” 

PACT’s other big project is 
Bounce Back 4 Kids - therapy 
for children who have witnessed 
domestic violence. “Sometimes 
they might have had to give 


evidence against one of their 
parents. The parent who has been 
the victim of domestic violence 
does a parallel course,” she says. 

Diana is also a Poppy Appeal 
organiser for about 100 
collectors and also offices and 
shops on Milton Park. “Peter and 
I did it and I continued after he 
died. She was a trustee of the 
Mothers’ Union Oxford Diocese 
for about 12 years and feels her 
MBE is in silent tribute to her 
MU work with families. She is a 
member of her Deanery Synod 
and Diocesan Synod and the PCC 
Secretary for All Saints Sutton 
Courtenay. She is also a member 
of the Oxfordshire fundraising 
committee for PACT. Diana says: 
“While the gong is in my name, 

I treat the honour as public 
recognition of PACT’s wonderful 
work in the Oxford Diocese.” 


's Birthday Honours list 

MOTHER-of-four Sue gave 
up her paid work to set 
up voluntary ventures 
to tackle food poverty in 
Maidenhead. She has been 
awarded a British Empire 
Medal. 

Sue, from St Luke's, 

Maidenhead, set up 
Open Kitchen in 2010 
— providing nutritious 
meals for the homeless 
and vulnerable every day. 

"Anyone who wants to 
come along can have a free 
meal and break bread with us. We all sit down together. For the 
first couple of years I was involved every night, but thankfully we 
now have a lot of volunteers. It's interfaith and during Ramadan 
the Muslims join us for that one particular meal and then at Eid we 
have a big celebration. It brings everyone together regardless of 
who they are or what they are, it shows that we are all one. For me 
this is my calling." 

Sue praised the volunteers who help make the kitchen possible. 

"I couldn't do a quarter of what I do on my own, "she says. In 2014 
Sue set up the Brett Foundation, providing housing essentials for 
people who can't afford them, and school uniforms to around 1 00 
poorer families. 

Before starting her charity work, Sue had worked as a paralegal 
and as the administrator at St Luke's Church. The letter informing 
Sue she had been awarded the medal came as a surprise. "You see 
all of the high flyers but I don't think of myself as anything special, 
I'm just a mum," she said. "I hope that the publicity it's brought will 
help us to help more people, http://thebrettfoundation.org.uk/ 
Sue is married to John and has four children aged 27, 25, 21 and 20. 



Buy a cross for Christian Aid 

OXFORD’S Andy Pledge’s project to make wooden 
holding crosses and sell them to raise funds for 
Christian Aid has returned for the second year. 

Last year Andy, from the Church of the Holy 
Family on Blackbird Leys, raised around £250 for 
the anti-poverty charity. He has been sculpting the 
crosses in a workshop in the church itself. Orders 
have so far poured in, with Andy taking around 90 
minutes to create each one. Donations of up to £20 
have been given for the crosses. 

His project attracted media attention from 
the Oxford Mail and from BBC Radio Oxford. He 
says he had never worked with wood until the 
idea came to him in a dream and as the scheme 
gathered pace he began to get orders from as far 
afield as America and Europe. Last year some 
were made from olive wood from Israel, but more 
affordable mahogany off-cuts are being used this 
year. 

To order a cross email atpledge.andrew@ 
googlemail.com, phone 07795 557591 or write 
to Andy Pledge, Church Of The Holy Family, 1 
Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 6JH. 


Book now for Baptism 
Matters 

BAPTISM Matters is a one day presentation 
for clergy, licensed lay ministers and others 
involved in baptism and family ministry. 

New research and resources around 
baptism are making an impact on church 
growth. The Revd Canon Sandra Millar, 
head of projects and developments for the 
Archbishops' Council will be speaking at 
the event, on Saturday 1 5 October, at Christ 
Church, Flackwell Heath. For more details 
and to book go to https://baptismministry. 
eventbrite.co.uk 


Falling in love with Guatemala 


T HE Revd Mark Balfour and his 
wife Rosalie (pictured right) fell 
in love with Guatemala when 
they visited to see first-hand 
Duncan Dyason’s work with Street Kids 
Direct. “It all started with a connection 
between our youth leader and Duncan. 
The youth group were fundraising 
through 24-hour fasts and sleep outs,” 
said Mark, who was then the Vicar of St 
Peter’s and St Mark’s in Maidenhead. 

A Skype conversation with a children’s 
home in Honduras led to a youth trip, 
on which Rosalie was one of the leaders. 
“Following that first trip, Mark and I 
then went out to see how, as a church, 
we might link further with Honduras. 
The next year we spent two months in 
Honduras and Guatemala on sabbatical 
and had a fantastic time. Both of our 
children came to spend time with us 
while we were out there.” 

“It soon became clear 
that Jesus was calling 
us to go there ” 

The following year, 2014, was the 
Balfours’ 25th wedding anniversary and 
to celebrate they decided they wanted 
to go to back to Guatemala City. “The 
Lord opened a way for us to go quickly 
to revisit some of the places we’d seen 
and we spent a lot of time in Zone 
Four, which is home to La Terminal.” La 
Terminal is the biggest market in central 
America, attracting 3,000 people every 
day and has everything from a rubbish 



sons and our daughter-in-law have been 
out with us and are looking forward to 
visiting. We have ended up going long- 
term as it’s about building relationships 
and you can’t do that short term.” 

Once they arrive in Guatemala they 
will spend their first six months in the 
town of Antigua, about an hour’s drive 
from the capital, intensively learning 
Spanish, before they move to La 
Terminal. 

Mark and Rosalie have two children, 
Sam, 22 who is married to Lois, and 
Dylan, 18, who is studying at York 
University. Turn to the centrespread 
for more on Christian mission in this 
Diocese and beyond . 


dump to a host of different stalls 
and businesses. 


“We were really drawn to that 
place and people were asking us 
why we were back in Guatemala so 
soon. We felt that God had called 
us on this trip and we thought it 
was to do with having a further 
link between our church and 
Guatemala. It soon became clear 
that Jesus was calling us to go 
there. We started talking to people 
about this, starting with Duncan 
and Bishop Andrew. 

“We’d been in Maidenhead 
nearly 10 years, loved our church 
and weren’t looking to leave.” But 
they were accepted by the Church 
Mission Society and are now 
preparing to head to Guatemala 
as the Oxford-based agency’s first 
mission partners to be heading to 
Central America. 


“We are going to be working in 
a mentoring centre run by Street 
Kids Directs partner, Mi Area, and 
supporting the volunteers there. We 
will be spending time with the kids and 
doing whatever is needed. Our long 
term vision is to begin a new church 
community in La Terminal. There are 
lots of churches in Guatemala but none 
in that area. The centre is not a church 
and we won’t necessarily be looking 
for a traditional church building, but 
we want to see what form that takes. 

It needs to be a community centred on 
Jesus and one that enables people to 
encounter him.” 


“It is difficult leaving family but our 
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Advertisement Feature 


Free to pursue her dream 


- Sarah’s story 

Before I came to Gilead I was 
suffering with anxiety and 
depression, as I had for much of my 
life. I had been using alcohol and 
self-harm to cope. A situation in my 
workplace tipped me over the edge 
and I knew I needed help. I already 
had a friend down at Gilead’s farm, 
and she encouraged me to apply 
for the programme. Within a few 
weeks I was packing up for a new 
life! I wasn’t sure what to expect, 
or if I would cope with living in a 
community, but something had to 
change and I took the opportunity. 

It was difficult to adjust to living 
and working with lots of people. 

But I soon learned it was a very 
important part of the healing 
process. I was welcomed into the 
community as a member of the 
family. Ian and Bron showed me 
God’s love and grace in a whole 
new way. It was their love and care 
towards me, even on bad days 
when I was fighting the programme 
and wishing to leave, that kept me 
going. 

I worked through the Genesis 
process with Bron and began to 
learn about the root causes of 
my problems. I enjoyed the work 
therapy part of the programme, as 



St John Ambulance volunteering Working in Gilead’s dairy 


a first aider. I have been on the 
first aid team at the festivals for 
the past 6 years, and love it. I have 
even been involved in the church 
pantomime! 

Recently I have joined a dance 
company, Terpsichore Dance 
Company Watford. It has brought 
me so much freedom to be able to 
dance again, continuing to build my 
confidence. I continue to volunteer 
with St John Ambulance, now as an 
Emergency Transport Attendant. 

I know God has his hand in my 
life, and when the time is right I 
will pursue my dream to train as 
a Paramedic. Until then, although 
I am still on the road to recovery, 

I feel closer to God and closer to 
finding myself than I ever have 
before, and I am hugely grateful 
for Gilead Foundation’s part in this. 


it made me get up in the mornings 
and gave me responsibility. Initially 
I helped milk the cows, helped with 
childcare and in catering. 

Later on I began to work in the 
administration department, and 
though I was skilled in this area 
and good with computers I felt 
completely out of my comfort 
zone covering reception and 
answering the phone. However I 
was encouraged and supported 
by the staff and soon settled in. I 
completed an NVQ level 2 and 3 in 
Business Administration. This was 
a big achievement, as since leaving 



Terpsichore Dance Company 
Watford 


school I had quit 
several college 
courses and lost 
confidence in my 
abilities to study. 

During the 
last phase 
of the Gilead 
programme I 
volunteered out 
in the community 
with St John 
Ambulance. This re-ignited a desire 
I had as a child to work in the 
health care services, and initiated 
a dream to be a paramedic. I also 
achieved the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
gold award, an incredible challenge 
and opportunity I wouldn’t have had 
elsewhere. 

I completed the programme 
and stayed for another year as a 
community member. I no longer 
needed the support and structure 
of Gilead Foundations, and so I 
decided to pursue my dream to 
become a paramedic, and moved 
away to begin studying. I still needed 
help to heal completely, so I got 
in touch with a local charity that 
supports women, and they helped 
me over the next two years to build 
confidence and apply for jobs. I was 


still struggling with some issues from 
my past, and began counselling. 

I was unsuccessful with the job 
applications, and began to get 
disheartened, I didn’t understand 
why I was getting nowhere. 

I found a church, Soul Survivor 
Watford, which I could belong to, 
somewhere I could go deeper in 
my relationship with God. Similar to 
my time at Gilead, I was supported 
and encouraged beyond what I ever 
imagined possible. It is a very big 
church, and it stills amazes me that 
this shy girl can be a part of it and 
feel comfortable there. 

Building on my experience at 
Gilead, I volunteer in the church 
office once a week, and help out 
with the toddler group during the 
week. I also help at various events, 
like the Saturday celebrations as 
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You can be sure that whatever you give will be used to bring hope and a new start in 
life to people like Sarah - she and others like her, are the reason we do what we do. 
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25 years bringing 

Gilead Foundations Charity was established 
in 1991, by Ian and Bron Samuel. It’s been an 
amazing journey, with impact that is growing 
every year. Eighty five percent of those who 
complete their rehab overcome addiction 
and establish long term , healthy lifestyles. 
People are set free to pursue their dreams, 
(like Sarah is doing), and families are restored. 

A lot of grace and love . . . 

We place a lot of emphasis on the ‘family’ 
model we have, with Clients (also known 
as Students) and staff living and working 
together on our farm. It takes a lot of grace 
and the love of God, but the challenges and 
blessings of living together in a therapeutic 
community, together with our relapse 
prevention course, ‘Genesis Process’, help 
people to understand and overcome the root 
causes of their addictive behaviour. 

Prepared for the future . . . 

Skills training and the routine of work 
therapy on our free-range egg and dairy farm 
and in administration, build confidence and 
stability, provide qualifications and prepare 
people for their future. As they gradually 


freedom and hope 

develop a clean and healthy lifestyle, we 
encourage and help our Students to find 
employment, accommodation, and support for 
life after rehab. 

You can help . . . 

Our founders, Ian and Bron Samuel, are 
still involved on a daily basis, along with their 
family and a team of committed, qualified staff 
and volunteers. Gilead’s ministry has helped 
hundreds of people who have lost hope. We 
provide subsidised and free bed spaces for 
some people who cannot get other funding. 

We are asking for regular monthly 
donations, large or small, from people who 
want to help us in this work, contributing 
valuable financial support as traditional 
sources of ‘official’ funding are drying up. 

You can use the form on this page, or 
donate at www.gilead.org.uk. If you would like 
to find out more about Gilead, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851 240. 

You can be sure that whatever you give 
will be used to bring hope and a new start in 
life to people like Sarah - she and others like 
her, are the reason we do what we do. 






Resources 


Just Living: Faith and Community 
in an age of Consumerism 

Ruth Valerio 
Hodder & Stoughton 
£13.99 

by Ruth Hamilton- Jones 

A re you a spender or a saver? You 
are likely to have a view on the 
ethics of consumption which is 
based on your own inclinations. 
This is just one example of the way in 
which Ruth Valerio tackles complex ethical 
issues and grounds them in the reality of 
our lives. In Just Living she examines the 
nature of our twenty-first century world, 
in which globalisation renders the most 
distant individual our neighbour, without 
losing sight of what motivates us as 
individuals. It is a practical book, designed 
to help us to live well in our globalised 
consumerist society. 

Valerios credentials for writing this 
book are impeccable. She is a Director of 
A Rocha UK, a Christian charity working 
for the protection and restoration of the 
natural world, and her PhD research into 
simplicity and consumerism provided the 
basis for this book. In addition, her writing 
style is engaging - almost conversational at 
times. However, the main reason I would 
recommend Just Living is that Valerios 
attitude is life-affirming. The depressing 
nature of subjects such as climate change, 
when combined with the challenges to 
change our behaviour that accompany it, 
leave most of us looking for a good spot 
to bury our faces in the sand. Valerio 
encourages us to hold our attention, to 
rediscover the liberating love of God as 
the heartbeat at the centre of ethical 
behaviour. 

Just Living identifies extremes that are to 
be avoided. World-denying asceticism may 
have the appearance of a strong ethical 
position but it distances the individual 


from his/her 
neighbours 
who are part of 
that world. 

Valerio 
looks at her 
subject from 
all angles, and 
in the process 
examines a 
huge range 
of issues. Her 
thoroughness 
is undoubtedly 
related to 
the genesis 
of this book in research for a PhD, but it 
assists the reader because she has thought 
through what is relevant in terms of 
theology, politics, human motivation, 
religious and cultural influences, human 
nature and history. Individuals need good 
reasons to change their behaviour. 

A key theme of Just Living is the value 
of creating a rhythm of retreat from, and 
engagement with, our culture. Valerio 
understands the importance of finding 
joy in this rhythm. Any lifestyle must be 
sustainable in terms of our own morale, 
however worthy it might appear. I found 
the analysis of the current enthusiasm for 
living simply fascinating. Valerio gently 
examines where the search for a simple life 
might be serving an individuals own needs 
and where it is a charitable response to the 
state of the world. She is not judgemental 
but simply assisting her readers to make 
valid connections between their own ideals 
and actions. 

The most important issue Valerio 
addresses is the question of how we love 
our neighbours while loving ourselves. She 
wants generous amounts of love on both 
sides of the equation. What could be better 
than that? 

Ruth Hamilton- Jones is the Door’s 
Editorial Assistant . 


Knowing Anna 

Sarah Meyrick 
Marylebone House 
£8.99 

by the Ven. Olivia Graham 

T he thing about a pilgrimage is 

that even when the journeys end 
is fixed, you never know where 
it is going to take you. Knowing 
Anna , a first novel by our very own Sarah 
Meyrick, is a book about grief, loss and 
discovery, packaged in a delightful and 
readable format. Anna dies of cancer, 
aged 42, as the book starts, and we are 
drawn into the worlds of those who are 
left to reconstruct their lives without her - 
husband, children, parents and friends. 

Anna leaves behind the suggestion that 
in her memory, they walk the Pilgrims 
Way to Canterbury - an ancient pilgrim 
route which the author herself is clearly 
familiar with. As we go with them, 
the author skilfully lays bare the inner 
landscape of this group of very normal, 
ordinary people, each one dealing in their 
own way with this life-changing event. 

There’s 15 year old Beth, Anna’s 
daughter, negotiating her grief, her 
crush on a boy, her longing for it all to be 
different and her sense of responsibility 
for her Dad and little brother as she 
is stalked by the encroaching eating 
disorder which enables her to keep it all 
together; Tamsin, Anna’s best friend 
and confidante, who has helped Anna to 
set the pilgrimage up, and who has held a 
difficult secret for years; Anna’s parents, 
who work to conceal their sadness and 


the toll of 
their years 
as they try 
to support 
Anna’s 
family. 

And 

there’s Fr 
Stephen, 
their parish 
priest and 
spiritual 
guide, who 
manages to 
be rather 
good at 
normalising 
God for 
this eclectic 
bunch of pilgrims and creating a safe 
container for the ragged spikes of emotion 
which puncture their days. 

Sarah Meyrick manages to avoid the trap 
of easy answers and saccharined cliches as 
she handles this challenging theme, and 
she allows her characters to emerge as very 
believable people going through the early 
stages of grief. And in spite of the clear 
tragedy of Anna’s untimely death, it is a 
novel which is founded on the clear faith 
of the author, and points towards hope 
and the possibility of new life, both in this 
world and the next. I found this novel 
clever, honest, perceptive, and a jolly good 
read! I hope it will be the first of many 
from Sarah’s talented pen. 

The Ven. Olivia Graham is the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. Sarah Meyrick 
is the Director of Communications for 
the Diocese of Oxford. 


The chance to win a copy of Knowing Anna 

The Door has three copies of Knowing Anna to give away in this month’s prize 
draw. For the chance to win simply send your name and address, to Knowing Anno 
competition, Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, 0X5 1 GF. The closing 
date for entries is Friday 5 August. 


‘Thanks to Ruth Valerio we have a new resource 
SHANE CLAIBORNE, author and activist 

JUST 

LIVING 

FAITH AND COMMUNITY IN 
AN AGE OF CONSUMERISM 

1 

RUTH 

VALERIO 


Sarah 

MEYRICK 





A highly accomplished debut filled with wisdom and grace’ 
Michael Arditti 


New youth resources 



THE Children’s Society have just 
produced a new Church youth group 
resource. The six sessions are built 
on their first-hand knowledge of 
supporting young people no matter 
what issues they may face. 

It contains six youth group sessions 
from a faith perspective to help youth 
workers unpack key topics such 
as identity, sexting, mental health, 
healthy relationships, and life online, 
empowering your young people to 
support themselves and their peers. 

Each session is aimed at 1 1 -1 6 year 
olds and is around an hour and a half 
long depending on the group but 
can be adapted, depending on their 
maturity and time constraints. 

The resources are free and are available 
at www.childrenssociety.org.uk/youth 


The Practical Prophet 

Moira Chan-Yeung: 

Hong Kong University Press 
£38 

by Mervyn Benford 

I knew Bishop Ronald Hall personally. 
We worked together in Lewknor, the 
Oxfordshire village to which he retired 
and whose school I led. This book, 
which tells the story of Bishop Ronald’s 
life, shows clearly how his entire ministry 
aimed to address the very issues that the 
Archbishop of York and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury have raised recently - those of 
injustice, hardship and unfairness. 

Bishop Ronald saw no other purpose for 
Christianity than resolving disadvantage 
and hardship brought by everyday events. 
His engagement with the politics of 
the day involved coping with a refugee 
problem as a result of Japan invading 
China which was as demanding as the one 
we now face. After the war he had to cope 
with Mao and Communism. Yet he won 
their respect and a measure of tolerance 
for his work for China’s poor in his diocese 
and beyond. 

That Christianity survives in China very 
much reflects Bishop Ronald’s early and 
firm commitment to recruiting Chinese 
Christians to serve as priests proclaiming 


his belief that China and its rich culture 
were as much a country within God’s 
love and care as anywhere else. Within 
that deep sense of what Christ wanted 
came the decision for which the Anglican 
Communion best knows him — his 
decision in 1943 to ordain a woman in 
Macao as a priest as they had no men 
because of the war. He decided that was 
what Jesus (as opposed to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and others) would have 
done. 

He was of that momentous spirit in 
everything he did. His loyalty to China 
and Chinese culture and context was not 
without some difficulties between him and 
members of the expatriate community as 
well as general external Anglican positions. 
He knew hardship. His qualities shone 
everywhere and his energies lit hope in 
all who worked for him in a strong sense 
of team striving to improve schooling 
and social housing. He faced constant 
demanding problems but the fundamental 
essence of his deep Christian love won 
friendship and support almost everywhere 
— and he knew his faults. 

The rich attention to fact and detail 
ensures readers understand that this is a 
book beyond religion which takes them 
deep into social, economic and political 
issues from 70 years ago that are still with 
us — war, refugees, poverty, inequality 
and the role of women in the Church. 



You cannot read it without being inspired 
by a level of human endeavour and 
sheer talent that will inspire us today 
— comparable with the greatest from 
Mahatma Gandhi to Mother Teresa and 
Nelson Mandela. A former Archbishop 
of Canterbury describes true prophets as 
capable of showing how the world might 
be different. Thanks to Moira Chan-Yeung 
that quality and character of faith in and 
love for people can now be more effectively 
known and communicated to all regardless 
of their own beliefs. 
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Shine for Sobell 


Volunteer with us - an hour, a day, a week 

COULD YOU SHINE FOR SOBELL? 

Sobell House Hospice shops urgently need your help! 


We are blessed with many loyal volunteers in our network of shops 
around Oxfordshire, but we always need more helping hands. 

Whatever your skills and experience we have something for you! Activities range from serv- 
ing customers, stock preparation & pricing, window displays, assisting customers or scanning 
books through to PAT testing electrical items (following training). 

There is something for everyone and we need someone for everything! 

In return we will give you a chance to meet new people, 

learn new skills, have fun and be part of a highly valued team! _ __ 

Our shops & warehouses are in Bicester, Botley, Carterton, Didcot, 

Headington, Kidlington, Oxford, Thame, and Witney 
- all different - all special - just like our Volunteers. 

For more information call 01993 7091 1 1 t — jP 

or email sobell.shopsldsobellhospice.org for an application form < 


' We would love to hear from you! 


Registered Charity number 1 1 1 8646 

A'! 

S y & SOBELL 

1 HOUSE 


For more information log on to 


www.sobellhouse.org 

or email sobell.shopsldsobellhospice.org 



The Home of Devenish 

Weymouth Dorset 


There are 23 Bungalows and 
2 flats available to widows of 
clergymen of the Church of 
England or widows of officers 
of the armed services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
providing they are members of 
the Church of England. 




Each property has 2 bedrooms, 
is unfurnished, occupied rent 
free and is centrally heated, 
decorated and maintained free 
of charge. Council tax is also 
paid by the Charity. They are 
not warden controlled. 


For further information or an application form please contact: 


Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish, 
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA 

Telephone: 01305 813895 

www.devenishhomes.org 

Registered Charity No. 202400 




Creating the ultimate car 
buying experience 

2012/62 Reg 
Vauxhall Astra 

1.7 CDTi Ecoflex 16V ES 
5dr, Grey Met, 43K Miles 

Free Road Tax + 74 MPG 

ONLY £6995 



2013 / 13 Reg 
Honda Civic 1.6 i DTEC 
EX 5dr, Black, 60K Miles 

ONLY £8995 

Sat Nav + Leather Trim 


2008 / 08 Reg 
Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi 
Club 5dr, Silver, 71K Miles 

°nly£2995 

Great Value Diesel 



2012 / 12 Reg 

Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 

Zetec 5dr, Silver, 62K Miles 

ONLY £6995 

Only £20 Road Tax 


Cars .org.uk 

Creating the ultimate car buying experience 

Our team is ready to help you... 



0800 230 0238 / sales@genesiscars.org.uk 


ST. MARY'S CONVENT 

WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 

I accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Theological Library may be 
available on request. 


For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9DJ 
Tel: 01235 763141 




Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 







Around the Archdeaconries - youth work 


Oxford 

Berkshire 


AFTER three years of Around 
the Deaneries, during which the 
Door ran a full page feature on 
every Deanery in the Diocese, 
we are now focusing on our 
four Archdeaconries. Inspired 
by the Archdeaconry Plans the 
page features a range of stories 
each month from across the 
Archdeaconries on a particular 
theme. This month is youth 
work. 

by Andrew Gilmour 

F or several months, youth leaders 
in Oxford had been planning and 
praying together towards the 
launch of an inter-church youth 
worship event in the city. 

The evening saw 200 young people 
from around 20 different churches in the 
region meet at St Aldate’s for the launch of 
Nightlife. 

The vision for the evening was to see 
young people from lots of different 
churches get a chance to spend time 
together, be empowered to share the 
gospel with their friends, and to spend 
time worshipping together. 

As the venue began to fill up, many 
discovered friends from school that they 
didn’t even realise went to church. It was 
brilliant to see youth from lots of different 
groups mixing together as unity was at the 
top of our agenda. 

We kicked off the night with a time of 
worship together. As well as a number of 
the band being young people, the MCs for 
the evening were also teenagers. We heard 


a couple of amazing testimonies of God 
working in people’s lives, which was a huge 
encouragement to everybody present. 

As well as unity and worship being at the 
top of the agenda, giving young people a 
chance to hear the Good News of Jesus 
was also central to the night. We heard an 
engaging talk about Zacchaeus and how 
Jesus loved him, regardless of what he had 
done and despite being disliked by others. 
The message was a powerful reminder of 
the unfailing love of God and the power of 
that love to change our lives. 

Time was set aside after the talk to 
allow the young people to respond and to 
be prayed for. This was a really moving 
time and it was obvious that many young 
people were meeting with God in prayer 
and worship. The evening was topped off 
with a pot of ice cream each (generously 
provided free by George and Danvers cafe 
next door), some group photos, and more 
time just to enjoy everyone’s company. 

We are really excited to see how God is 
going to use Nightlife in the future. We 
are currently building towards our second 
event in October. We pray that it develops 
into something that energises local youth 
groups and also as somewhere that young 
people might hear the gospel and begin to 
follow Jesus. Please pray for the future of 
the event, that God would do something 
really brilliant through it in the region. 

If you’d like to find out any more 
information about the next Nightlife, 
please contact us at nightlifeox@gmail. 
com. We’d love to see you and your youth 
group at the next event! 

Andrew Gilmour is the Youth Pastor at 
Oxford’s St Aldate’s Church. 


New venue for Yellow Braces 

THE flying kiwi, abseiling, shooting, low ropes, 
climbing and mountain boarding are among 
the activities that will be on offer for the first 
time at Yellow Braces - the annual Diocesan 
youth camp. 

The flying Kiwi sees participants dangle from 
a wire as their team mates use ropes to control 
their ride through the air. It is one of a host of 
adventures that young people can take part in 
at Oakwood Youth Challenge. 

This year Yellow Braces is taking place at the 
Christian adventure centre for the first time. 

The event, headed up by Ian Macdonald, the 
Diocesan Youth Advisor, has something for 
everyone - games, crafts, challenges and 
competitions. Young people from school years 
seven to 1 1 will be able to enjoy Oakwood 
Youth Challenge’s adventure facilities. 

Oakwood was founded by Tony Pudner, an 
entrepreneur and engineer who was led by 
God to buy the former pig farm and turn it into a residential conference centre. 
"Tony bought the land, set up a climbing tower and it's grown and grown," says Ang 
Wood, one of the Oakwood team. She spoke to me during a few minutes out from 
doing administration for Oakwood and leading teams of young people aged eight 
to 18 on various adventures. Ang is just one of a team of committed Christians who 
work at Oakwood. They have links with Adventure Plus in Oxfordshire, sharing staff 
for certain activities. Adventure Plus is a similar organisation, combining outdoor 
adventure with Christian teaching and worship. It has been featured in the Door as it 
is developing a centre similar to Oakwood in Oxfordshire. 

Ang said: " We have people come from church groups, schools and a pupil referral 
unit who come, and we have team building sessions for year seven pupils from a 
local secondary school. 

"We are hoping God will continue to grow the centre," said Ang. "We are in the 
process of building an indoor climbing centre." 

Yellow Braces takes place from July 8 to 10- See www.oxford.anglican.org for 
photographs from the event. 



Dorchester 

Getting to know God in 
Heyford Park 

IN Heyford Park, near Bicester, Sally Anne 
Mildenhall has just re-started the youth work. 
Between 6pm and 8pm three Wednesdays out 
of every four, young people get together to 
enjoy some food before looking at something 
Bible related. 

They are making a banner with the name of 
the group - God’s Gang - and when I spoke to 
Sally Anne she was hoping that the following 
evening they would be doing some water- 
colour painting as an after-dinner activity. 

"One of the girls is from Fiji and we have 
asked her to pray in Fijian before our meal. We 
have no idea what she’s saying but we know 
she’s praying. 

"Groups like this are important because there 
are generations of people who don’t know 
God. When I was 1 4 or 1 5 I became a Sunday 
School teacher and I think we need to help our 
young people know that there is a God out 
therefor them. 

"We hope that one day if they ask Christ into 
their lives they will get to know the Lord Jesus 
better." 


Bucks 


Football and the Bible in Maids Moreton 


F OOTBALL is combined with 
Bible studies for teenagers at 
St Edmund’s, Maids Moreton. 

“We have almost all boys so 
we start with football. The little ones 
play by themselves, maybe doing some 
crafts and the teenagers play for half 
an hour to 40 minutes before a short 
worship time and different groups that 
work through youth materials from 
Scripture Union,” says Trudi Tarling, 
the leader. The church’s Sunday 
morning sessions cater for all children 
and young people aged five to 17. 

The church also holds a monthly 
youth group on a Friday evening, 
with 20 minute Bible and prayer 
slots, as well as a variety of games and 
activities. 

“I think it’s really important as 
when young people hear the gospel 
because when they are young they are 
very open. It’s not easy for teenagers 
as they grow up and we make sure 
our sessions are fun, but with some 
serious moments too,” Trudi added. 













WE CAN 

DESIGN 

PRINT 

DISTRIBUTE 

YOUR 

LEAFLETS 

AND MORE 

• Design 


Our talented designers can give 
your business a great look. We 
can source images and proof read 
your print media. 

• Print 


We can manage the print of your 
leaflets, business cards, stationery, 
and almost anything else. 

We offer short runs as well as 
large quantities at great rates 
including FREE UK mainland 
delivery on most orders. 


• Distribution 


We are able to insert your leaflets 
into this and similar publications 
enabling you to reach a church 
audience in this and other CofE 
dioceses. 

We also offer inserts in the Mothers’ 
Union magazine Families First. 


CALL 



01752 225623 

sven@cornerstonevision.com 

www.cornerstonevision.com 



vision 



"Go therefore and make c 


Christ's great commission, given 
to His followers at the time of 
His Ascension, has inspired 
countless Christians over the 
years - and still does today. The 
Door looks at the some great 
examples in the UK and beyond. 

A ll Christians are called to be agents 
of Gods mission wherever we are - 
whether we interact primarily with 
people in our local community 
or go further afield. Its part of sharing 
Gods love. But what impels people - from 
all countries across the world — to join the 
hundreds of thousands of Christians each 
year who leave their home countries to work 
for the Gospel across different cultures? 

Whether it’s a family from our diocese 
preparing to go to Central America or a 
Malawian mission leader preparing to 


come to Oxford, the motivations of people 
involved in cross-cultural mission are often 
similar - a sense that God is calling, a desire 
to offer particular gifts and experiences in 
Gods service, and a recognition that sharing 
the Gospel across cultures is a process that 
can change and enrich everyone involved. 

"... we need each other to 
become fully human ...” 

Christians from one place bring gifts 
that might not be otherwise accessible 
in another - and they learn about Christ 
from the people among whom they work. 

As Archbishop Desmond Tutu said: “A 
totally self-sufficient human being is 
ultimately a sub-human. We are made for 
complementarity. I have gifts that you do 
not; and you have gifts that I do not. So we 
need each other to become fully human... 
and to realise the fullness of our potential.” 


The challenges people face are also often 
similar: will people accept me and the 
particular gifts I bring? How can I be clear 
in my own mind what is Gospel and what 
is culture, so that I can witness to the Good 
News in a way that works for people where 
I am? How can I be open to learning and to 
seeing God at work in cultures different from 
my own? 

Called to cross- 
cultural mission? 

If you are wondering whether God is 
calling you to cross-cultural mission, 
here or elsewhere, why not talk to a 
vocations adviser or one of the missions 
agencies or the Diocesan Council for 
Partnership in World Mission: pwm. 
oxford.anglican.org/ There are many 
opportunities for discerning whether 
this might be your calling. 


Giving and receiving as a missionary church 



In 2000, Harvey Kwiyani was 
leading the missions department 
in a Church in Malawi when 
an invitation came from 
Switzerland: would he come to 
help a Bible school that was just 
starting to think about mission? 

wiyani “grew up with mission in 
the family” as he comes from a 
village to which David Livingstone 
brought missionaries in 1851. He 
gladly accepted the invitation - but then he 
received quite a shock. “I was coming from 
Malawi where Christianity was doing well, 
and I ended up in St Gall in Switzerland 
where Christianity was almost nonexistent. 

“That still remains the greatest shock that 
I have experienced. I hadn’t even imagined 
that there could be a people who would live 
as if there is no God.” 

The experience made him even more 
passionate about his call: “It made me really 
want to think about how we as Africans 
and as Christians living in Europe reach 
Westerners with the Gospel.” 

“It’s in the coming 
together that you actually 
begin to understand each 
other...” 

Since June 2013, Kwiyani has been a CMS 
mission partner in the UK, where he has a 
dual role. “I work for CMS as a tutor in the 
pioneer ministry training programme. But 
I also teach in Birmingham at Birmingham 
Christian College at Crowther Hall, which 
was CMS’s Mission Training Centre for a 
long time. Now it has been purchased by a 
Ghanaian church, and they’re using it for 
training Ghanaian missionaries to work in 
Europe.” 

Kwiyani doesn’t help only students to 
present the Gospel in ways that make it 
accessible. He’s also started an initiative 
called Missio Africanus, which brings 
together African Christian leaders in 
Britain to talk about how to be effective in 


presenting the Gospel in the 
UK. 

Kwiyani is clear about the 
gifts that African Christians 
can contribute to mission in 
Britain: “At the basic level, 
just their presence and their 
prayers make a difference. 

But on another level, in fields 
like theology, to hear people 
reading the Scriptures with a 
different cultural perspective is 
also important.” 

And there’s a further 
area where he feels African 
Christians can make a 
particular contribution: “I 
think one of the things that 
I’ve seen in my work, especially 
in Britain, is the fact that non- 
Western Christians, mostly say 
African Christians are able to 
connect with other religions, 
like Islam. In most parts of 
Africa, Christians and Muslims 
have grown together for a long time without 
any serious mistrust. Where I grew up there 
are many Muslims. I went to school with 
Muslims, growing up together, playing 
together, sharing stories. We come with an 
understanding that is not so suspicious of 
Islam and other religions, because we have 
grown up in close proximity with them.” 

What challenges do Kwiyani and his 
students face doing mission in the UK? 

Some involve learning a new culture: for 
example going from “long Sunday service 
meetings - if it’s three hours it’s a short 
one” to the UK mode where people won’t 
engage with such long services. One of the 
things that gives Kwiyani joy is “when my 
African students begin to understand how 
to contextualise their ministries for Britain”. 

The other challenge is harder to overcome: 
“The greatest challenge is that, as Africans 
coming to Britain, most British people look 
at us as suspicious. They will generally think 
that we are all economic migrants, so we’re 
here to take jobs away and things of that 
sort. And so it makes it almost impossible 
for British and African Christians to work 
together in mission. And it makes it almost 
impossible for British and Westerners to 
engage with Africans and listen to their 


stories.” 

Harder, but not always impossible. 

Kwiyani gets great joy “when I bring 
together my African and British friends 
really just to get to know one another and 
figure out how to do mission together — 
because it’s in the coming together that you 
actually begin to understand each other so 
that you can work together.” 

And working together is so important. 
Kwiyani notes that no one group can do 
mission without others. Christians from 
other contexts “bring gifts with them, that 
if the Church in England does not receive, 
cannot be accessed in Britain. So in addition 
to being a good missionary sending Church, 
it also needs to explore how to be a good 
missionary receiving Church.” 

Harvey Kwiyani is the Director of Missio 
Africanus . 



www.missioafricanus.org for more 
on Kwiyani's organisation. Read his 
blog at www.harvmins.com 







set pies of all nations ...." 


A cultural adventure in Ghana 


For Keri Winter, time studying 
"living theology" led to a 
question: what might she do in 
mission? She began to explore 
the possibilities. 

I attended a Journey with Us Selection 
and Discernment weekend. The 
weekend included opportunities to 
reflect on our lives so far, and to 
explore the meaning of ‘Mission’, listening 
to God as well as meeting past volunteers 
and listening to their experiences. When 
I returned to work on the Monday, people 
commented on how ‘alive’ I was. 

I decided to take a leap of faith, leave 
my secure job, and offer to serve with the 
church overseas. It makes me smile to look 
back and see God’s gentle hand, crafting 
each step. 

Arriving in Ghana in August, I felt 
overawed by the different sights and 
sounds, tastes and smells, and culture. 
Everyone was very welcoming, and I was 
well looked after by Canon Paul Sam and 
Matilda Laing, who is the headteacher at 
the kindergarten where I helped out. 

“I decided to take a leap 

of faith...” 

I found it very challenging to compare 
what I was seeing with my experience of 
education in England. You could see the 
potential of the children, but they didn’t 
have what they needed to get it there. 
Children in creche are expected to just sit 
or sleep on the carpet for the majority of 
the day. In kindergarten, class sizes are 
big - one exceptionally so, even for Ghana, 
with 71 children! Sometimes lessons are 
abandoned because it is too dark to see the 
board or because the noise of the rain on 
the metal roof is deafening However, prayer 
sustained me. 


And I thank God for small things, such as 
a child smiling or sharing their snack with a 
friend, and I feel grateful for the small ways 
in which I have been able to contribute. 

On Sundays I attended services at the 
cathedral, then taught a Sunday school 
class. Afterwards, I gave lifts to a couple of 
elderly ladies from the church. 

Most church services last around four 
hours, which seemed long at first but 
eventually began to feel normal. 

“...they were so pleased 
that I had eaten their 
food and spoken their 
language.” 

It was amazing to see so many different 
aspects of Christian tradition within one 
church. From the formality of traditional 
vestments, the rosary and incense to 
lots of dancing, sermons preached loudly 
through microphones, charismatic prayer 
and anointing with oil. I think it made me 
appreciate the diversity of ways in which we 
can worship and pray. 

I also loved that you couldn’t go far 
without seeing a shop sign or bumper 
sticker that refers to God or a bible verse. 

There were many highlights - pounding 
fufu (cassava and plantain), outdoor 
cooking, trips to the market, eating with 
my hands the Ghanaian way. I definitely 
went with the view of being part of 
community. And when I left people said 
that I had become part of the community 
and they were so pleased that I had eaten 
their food and spoken their language. 

Looking back on the experience, my 
favourite thing was the great sense of joy 
among the people in the communities I was 
part of in Ghana and the great thankfulness 
to God for being alive. God was referred to 


in everyday conversation e.g. a common 
response to “How are you?” was “By God’s 
grace, I’m fine” or if you were leaving 
someone you would say “God willing 
tomorrow”. 

When she returned from Ghana, Keri 
moved hack to Banbury, where she lived 
when she was a teenager. She is currently 
teaching at St Mary’s CE Primary School 
in Banbury. 



See www.weareus.org.uk/ to find 
out more about opportunities to 
serve with Us. 


Sharing skills with the marginalised in Peru 

TEXTILE designer and teacher Fiona Courtman and her husband 
Chris are preparing to set off to Peru to help people with 
disabilities learn valuable life skills. 

Fiona and Chris, from St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Buckingham, 
will be part of Latin Link’s Stride programme as they go to the city 
of Arequipa for two years from September. They will be working 
with Nuevas Fuerzas, a study centre for differently-abled young 
adults to socialise and gain skills in a safe environment. Peru has 
very little formal support for differently-abled people, making 
them some of the most marginalised and vulnerable members of 
society. 

Fiona will be using her textiles experience to equip those at 
Nuevas Fuerzas with new skills whilst seeking to establish a full- 
scale social enterprise. Chris will be looking after the children, 

Edith, Rufus and Theodore, learning Spanish and assisting with 
the management of the project. They also plan to join the church Iglesia Bautista Misionera de Arequipa. 

When considering why they are making the trip, Fiona said: "Firstly, we see our vocation to serve God in Peru as a response to our 
salvation in Jesus Christ and His call on our lives to serve him and further his kingdom. Secondly, both my gap year in Peru with Latin 
Link and Chris’s time teaching at Hebron School in India, were formative mission experiences." 

Chris added: "We therefore feel empowered and enlivened to work and serve in a poorer country. Thirdly, we desire for our children 
to be immersed in other cultures, languages, and expressions of Christian faith; raising them in Arequipa will enable this to become a 
reality." 

The Courtman’s have requested prayer and financial support for their trip. "We are entirely dependent on God’s resources in 
everything we do. Your prayers are invaluable as we go about this work," says Chris. 

To donate, go to latinlink.org.uk and follow the links to support the Courtmans. The Latin Link website can also tell you how to 
explore a calling to serve in the countries the agency serves. 




enhancing church interiors 

R<o>]niai!<d Emett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in I I 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 

Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 

Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 
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E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 


Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 


funeralpartners.co.uk 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant. co. uk 

4 

W Funeral Partners 



01483 766498 


Maybury Hill, Woking GU228AB 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

Registered charity in England and Wales No 240675 
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Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 

? 



Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 


Offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug 
or alcohol abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other 
addictive behaviours. 


www.gilead.org.uk 


If you, or someone you know, 
would like more information about 
Gilead or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Carole Harris 
Tel: 01837 851240 

Fax: 01837 851520 
Carole.Harris@gilead.org.uk 


Based on a 300 acre 
dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 
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Novel 
available 
on Amazon 


★★★★★ 

five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 



BE 

KNOWN 


You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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THE Revd Derrick Carr on 
how a course developed in 
the Amersham Deanery has 
equipped hundreds of people 
with pastoral care skills. 

L ooking back its difficult to believe 
that our original Pastoral Care 
course began in 2008 and that over 
the ensuing years over 300 people 
have attended. The impetus came from 
the then Area Dean the Revd (now Canon) 
John Wynburne. John had the vision that 
there should be trained pastoral care teams 
in every parish in the Deanery and tasked 
the Revd Carolynn Crois dale- Appleby 
and the Revd Derrick Carr with designing 
a course that would fit the needs of the 
churches in the Deanery. 

The result was the first Pastoral Care 
Course, which was delivered in two blocks 
of 10 weeks, with each weekly session 
lasting two hours. This was presented 
to the Deanery Synod where members 
wholeheartedly approved it and provided 
generous financial support. 

...caring for people and 
listening to them... 

We originally planned for 16 students 
but we had 25 applicants. We needed a 
name for these volunteers who would be 
assisting their incumbents in the parishes. 
This level of pastoral care is about caring 
for people and listening to them through 
major life changes, relationship breakdown 
and bereavement. The emphasis was (and 
still is) very much on training befrienders 
not counsellors. We discovered that a 
number of other Dioceses called their 
volunteers Lay Pastoral Assistants and 


An excellent basic foundation 7 - what the volunteers say: 


THE Revd Jenny Tebboth completed the 
pastoral care course some years before she 
went forward for ordination training. 

Jenny, a curate at Chalfont St Giles, Seer 
Green and the Jordans, says the training 
helped her in her LPA role, but has also been 
invaluable in her ordained ministry. "St Giles 
is a small church but with a strong pastoral 
team most of whom have done the course. 

"It's basic training but really useful and gives 
an excellent foundation for ministry. It's 
about learning how to listen, how to leave a 
house in a timely manner after a visit, when 
it is appropriate to use touch" 

For Jenny's away day, she visited her 
nearest crematorium, which she says was 
really helpful. "It familiarised me with 
what goes on behind the scenes at the 
crematorium so I can reassure people who 
are facing a funeral that they have some 
freedom to choose whether, for example, 
they want to use the curtains and also that 
they can be confident that their loved one 
will be treated with the greatest respect even when the family have gone home." 

Steve and Debbie Taylor, who worship at St Margaret's Church in Tyler's Green, did the course last Autumn. Steve said: "When we 
saw that Derrick was asking people to do the course we felt we really wanted to do it. One of the main reasons was the listening 
element, which is something I have always found difficult. The other things we wouldn't have known were about looking after your 
own safety, legal requirements and writing down where you have been, and the times etc. 

"One thing we both found really good was learning how to give people communion. There are sets with bread and wine that have 
been blessed, and Derrick has prepared cards so we can do a form of the Communion service. I thought it was lovely to be able to 
do that." 

Debbie and Steve also visited the crematorium and found that really helpful. Debbie said: "That was difficult for me as I'm from 
Northern Ireland where we only do burials. It was hard for me to go to the crematorium but I'm glad I did as it put the fears I had 
into perspective. It was good to go and see how it works to help people make decisions and help them through a bereavement." 


this seemed eminently 
appropriate so LPAs 
they became. We were 
fortunate to have some 
experienced facilitators 
in our deanery, each with 
their own specialism to 
run the course and they 
have remained with us to 
the present day. At the 
end of the course there 
was an away day’ when 
there was a chance to 
reflect on what they had 
learnt and to have some 
quiet time. We also had 
a commissioning service 
and the presentation of a 
Deanery Certificate. (At 
this point there were no 
diocesan guidelines for 
Pastoral Care training.) 

The original course 
worked well and the 
response from our 
students was positive 
but we felt that 20 weeks 
was too much of an ask 
and so went through a re-design and came 
up with a Foundation Course in Pastoral 
Care comprising 10 sessions plus an ‘away 
day’ specifically to support the LPAs. 

At the end of the course they received a 
Foundation certificate in Pastoral Care 
(approved by the Diocese). We then added 
a further eight optional specialist sessions 
These are helping people with dementia, 
teenagers and drugs and caring for young 
families. LPAs who attended five of these 
sessions then received an Advanced 
Certificate in Pastoral Care. 

New developments 

The original Foundation Course with a 


few minor changes ran until 2014 when 
it was decided to take a break and review 
the whole culture and process of how we 
better facilitate pastoral care. The plan had 
mostly been achieved and there were LPAs 
in most parishes. However there seemed 
to be a growing need for parishes to have 
their own in-house course or to band 
together with neighbouring parishes to 
run a course that could be tailored to their 
parish needs. This seemed to be a sensible 
approach as there is immediately a sense 
of being a team, learning with people who 
they already know in a parish that they are 
familiar with. 

It is also possible to address specific 


parish issues within the course. To this 
end a new course was devised that could 
be tailored to the parish need. A first pilot 
course was run in October 2015 for 16 
LPAs in the Benefice of Penn and Tylers 
Green together with colleagues from 
Chalfont St Giles and Beaconsfield. The 
training facilitators were drawn from the 
three parishes. This new course is called 
Time to Care (Pastoral Care in the Parish) 
and runs over 5 sessions of 2% hours with 
an away day (9.30am to 2.30pm). The 
sessions are as follows: 

Session 1: What is Pastoral Care and what do 
I have to offer? 

Session 2: Ways of communicating with those 
whom we visit 

Session 3: Making a visit - practical things to 
consider 

Session 4: Bereavement and loss 

Session 5: Working Responsibly and Safely as 
a Lay Pastoral Assistant (safeguarding) 

Session 6: Putting it all together (a time away 
to reflect on the learning) 

Session 5 is predominantly concerned 
with the safeguarding of vulnerable adults 
and children and follows the diocesan 
guidelines for the training of volunteers 
in these areas. As well as using diocesan 
material it also uses resources from 
the Buckinghamshire Safeguarding of 
Adults Board and the North Yorkshire 
Safeguarding of Children Board and has a 
quiz based assessment which students take 
at the end of the session. 

Each session of the pilot course was 
evaluated by the course members and 
we received positive feedback on each 
session. The feedback allowed us to make 
a few minor changes to timings, style 
and format. The new course will now 
be submitted to the Diocese to obtain 
approval and certification and the plan 
is to make the new course available to 
Deanery parishes from September. 

Contact Derrick Carr on carrd@ 
btopenworld.com to find out more about 
the course and how it could help your 
parish, benefice or deanery. 






Schools News 


Church led schools trust aims for excellence in education 


A PARTNERSHIP between an ‘outstanding’ 
church school and its neighbour that 
had previously been judged by Ofsted as 
failing led to the formation of a new Multi 
Academy Trust. 

When New Town Primary School in 
Reading was placed in special measures 
by Ofsted, the local authority asked 
for support from St John’s CE Primary 
School, which is nearby. Angharad 
Brackstone, the Headteacher of St John’s, 
became Executive Headteacher of both 
schools. She led a joint staff-team which 
has worked to see St John’s remain 
outstanding while New Town is now out 
of special measures and is continuing to 
improve. The leadership of New Town 
school was judged good at its recent 
inspection. 

The success of the partnership has 
spearheaded the launch of the brand new 
Royal County of Berkshire Schools Trust. 


The new trust, with strong links to the 
Diocese of Oxford launched last month 

It is based on the successful model of the 
Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST) 
which launched in 2012 and now boasts 
18 schools. Like them, RCBST will help 
schools pool resources to provide the best 
possible education to pupils. It will also 
continue to secure some support services 
from Reading Borough Council and to 
draw on the expertise and experience at 
the Oxford Diocesan Board of Education 
which is responsible for more than 284 
Church schools serving a total of 60,000 
pupils. 

Anne Davey, Diocesan Director of 
Education, said: “We were delighted to see 
the success of the joint working between 
these two schools in Reading. We hope this 
is the start of another successful Multi 
Academy Trust that will help us to offer 
an excellent, inclusive education to more 


children of all faiths and none.” 

David Langshaw, Chair of Governors, 
said: “This is really good news for both 
schools as it allows us to continue 
working together to provide a great 
education for the children in our 
neighbourhood. Our partnership has 
shown that we work very well together 
and we are looking forward to continuing 
with this work.” 

Angharad said: “Becoming part of 
RCBST is great news for our community. 

It will enable our schools to go from 
strength to strength allowing the 
partnership between New Town and 
St John’s to continue to develop and 
flourish. 

Pictured right are pupils from St John f s 
at their annual Harvest Festival . 



Reflecting on the Queen in Bicester 



CHILDREN reflected on the Queen’s Christian faith during a special Faith Day at St 
Edburg’s CE Primary School in Bicester. 

Pupils from Chesterton and Launton CE Schools were part of the day and the theme 
was taken from the Bible Society’s The Servant Queen and the King She Serves. 

The children used extracts from the Queen’s speeches to reflect and consider her 
faith and how she has fulfilled the promises made at her Coronation. The children 
had time in the school’s Prayer Space to think and pray about others who need our 
help, for world peace, and looking after our ’neighbours’. They worked together to 
make a long string of bunting covered in flags of different nations which was used at 
the Churches Together Support for Refugees stall at Bicester’s Big Lunch. 

The activity day, which included a special service led by Revd Verena Breed and a 
tea party, enabled the children to meet others ready for the transition into secondary 
school. 

Margaret Kunzer, head teacher at St Edburg’s CE said, ’’The day was a great success 
because it gave the children an opportunity to be together for a spiritual experience. 
Often in schools there are opportunities to do joint sports or music activities so it 
was good to take time to think about faith - especially as our children move on to 
secondary school." 


Double praise for Hailey CE School 


INSPECTORS from both Ofsted and the 
Statutory Inspection of Anglican and 
Methodist Schools (SIAMS) praised the 
efforts of staff at Hailey CE School, in 
West Oxfordshire. 

Ofsted inspectors judged the school to 
be ‘firmly good’ and highlighted many 
strengths including good pupil progress, 
strong leadership, good quality of 
teaching, excellent pupil behaviour and 
highly effective safeguarding. 

SIAMS judged the school to be 
outstanding commending its vision and 
drive and for the cultural development of 


its pupils as well as the strong, supportive 
and caring relationships between all 
members of the school community, 
based on the school’s values of love and 
tolerance. 

Debbie Davies, head teacher, said: “At 
Hailey School we instil strong moral values 
in our children, helping them develop 
confidence and independence as well as 
becoming kind and respectful individuals. 
This is balanced with a requirement for 
consistently high teaching standards and 
excellent academic progress for every 
child.” 


Bishop blesses new banners at Great Horwood 
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THE Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson blesses banners at Great 
Horwood CE School. He is pictured 
above with the Vicar, the Revd Andrew 
Lightbown. One of the new banners is 
draped over the piano and the other will 
be marched between the school and the 


church when the children attend services. 

James Watt, the Deputy Head teacher 
said: “The banners were designed by our 
pupils in a competition we ran between 
Lent and Easter and our church warden 
and foundation governors produced them.” 


Sue retires after 35 years 


OVER 35 years Sue Philcox has worked 
with eight headteachers and around 3,000 
children at Leafield CE Primary School. 

So it was no surprise that the Church 
was packed for her retirement party, where 
the lunchtime supervisor and teaching 
assistant was presented with a book of 
memories from children, families and 
staff past and present, flowers, cards and 
a substantial quantity of garden centre 
vouchers. 

Sue began volunteering at the school in 
1981 when her children were pupils. She 
became a lunchtime supervisor in 1987 
and a learning support assistant in 1993. 
Until her retirement she also ran one of the 
school’s breakfast club sessions. She has 
also run cooking clubs and helped on the 
schools residential trips. 

Christian McGuinness, headteacher, said: 
“It has been my absolute privilege to work 
with Sue. Her care and commitment for 
the children of our school is outstanding.” 

Jamie, a Year 6 pupil said: “Mrs Philcox 



has been a wonderful teaching assistant 
through my years at Leafield. She is always 
so kind and has a golden heart” 

Deb Brown, school business manager, 
said: “Sue is the kindest, most thoughtful 
person you could wish to meet, always 
thinking of the children and others before 
herself. Every school needs a Mrs Philcox. 
She will be dearly missed.” 
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SPRING 

HARVEST 

2017 

“May they experience such perfect 
unity that the world will know that you 
sent me and that you love them as 
much as you love me.” John 17:22-23 

We are those who believe in Jesus, and 
his prayer was that we would be one. 
We want to be one for a purpose. 
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Lifting people out of debt and poverty 


Registered Office: Jubilee Mill, North Street, Bradford, BD1 4EW e: info@capuk.org. t: 01274 760720. 
Charity Registered No: 1097217 (England & Wales), SC038776 (Scotland). Company Limited by Guarantee, 
Registered in England and Wales No: 4655175. CAP is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. Registration No. 413528. 


You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 
High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70,000. 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


'Before CAP, we were 
struggling to feed 
our family. CAP has 
lifted a lot of the stress 
now we know they 
are dealing with our 
debts.' - Colin 


We are totally reliant on churches and 
individuals who share our heart to support 
our work as we receive no government funding. 


For your free legacy pack, call 01274 761980 
or visit capuk.org/legacy. 


Christians Against Poverty are a group of people 
who are passionate about lifting people out of 
poverty, standing up for those who can't speak 
for themselves and bringing justice and goodf" 
news to the poor. 


UK debt counselling charity 


Leaving an eternal legacy 


MINEHEAD ONE I MINEHEAD TWO I SKEGNESS 

4-8 APRIL 2017 M 5-15 APRIL 2017 M 10-14 APRIL 2017 


FIND OUT MORE AT SPRINGHARVEST.ORG 


Do you know a 
good Building 
Contractor? 

The Diocesan Buildings Department is currently reviewing 
its list of approved building contractors due to an increase 
in building projects across all four Archdeaconries. 

Works vary from small-scale maintenance projects and 
refurbishments on a housing stock in excess of 450 
properties, to new-build parsonage houses and school 

extensions. 

If you have had particularly good service from a local 
building contractor, either carrying out work on the 
local church or perhaps your own home, the buildings 
department based at Church House Oxford would like to 

hear from you. 

Suitable contractors would need to be able to demonstrate 
that their work is of a high standard, have a good H&S 
record and be able to provide good references. 

For further information please e-mail: 

buildings@oxford.anglican.org 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

A World-Class Choir School In the Heart of Oxford 


Do you know a boy with musical 
potential who would enjoy the life 
of a Cathedral Chorister? 

There is still time 
to apply for this 
September’s Year 4. 

The substantial subsidy makes 
this an affordable opportunity 
for many families. 

To arrange a voice trial, please 
contact Clare James on 

01865 242561 or at 
registrar@cccs.org.uk 
www.cccs.org.uk 



EXPLORING YOUR 
FAITH OR TRAINING 
FOR MINISTRY? 


SEITE provides certificate, diploma, BA and MA courses 
in Theology, Ministry and Mission, taught by highly qualified 
and experienced staff. You will study locally at our accessible 
teaching centres in Southwark or West Mailing. 


Interested? Have questions? Please contact us: 
E-mail: admissionsldseite.co.uk Tel: 01227 471 120 
Website: www.seite.co.uk 


There is none like'you,-0 J_ord, 
and there is no God besides you> 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1 Ch 17:20 (ESV) 






Anchor Trust registered charity no. 1052183. 


OPEN 


Buckingham Lodge Care Home, Culpepper Close, Aylesbury, HP19 9DU 
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At Buckingham Lodge care home, you’ll find a highly skilled team 
that’s passionate about helping your loved one to live happily and 
independently, providing support and specialist dementia care, 

24-hours every day. 

But at Anchor we know it’s the little things that can make all the 
difference like arranging favourite activities, making that perfect 
cup of tea or always finding the time for a friendly chat. 

More than 45 years’ experience. Not-for-profit group. 


To find out more, call us free on 

0808 252 0890 

or visit www.buckingham-lodge.org.uk 
Anchor Care Homes. Happy living. 










Comment letters 


Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post 
to Letters at the Door, Church House Oxford, Langford Locks, Kidlington, Oxford, 0X5 IGF. The Editor reserves the right 
to edit all submissions. Letters sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 
words. 


The Bible for beginners 

That interesting letter in the June edition of the Door 
about Scripture (“Nothing to be added...”) got me 
thinking, in a muddled way. I am rather a child’ in Bible 
Study contexts, so my little thoughts need not upset 
you in any way. But a little sympathetic exploration of a 
beginner’s thoughts is vital surely, if we want to improve 
church growth and recruitment? 

I have, I confess, asked childish questions about the 
Bible; for example: “Why do Matthew 5 and Luke 6 
not quite agree about the Sermon on (or below) the 
Mount?”, “Is it okay to allow women’s voices to be heard 
in church?” and so on. Impatient responses to such 


“naughty child’s” questions are very understandable; but 
impatience does not win converts! Quite a few outsiders 
get indignant replies... and may even imagine that there 
is no answer, and no love. 

I’d better keep this as short as possible! Do we want 
to win converts? If we do, perhaps we could spend a 
little more time studying and honestly understanding 
beginners’ misconceptions and problems. Even if it feels 
a tiny bit uncomfortable, it might make us stronger? 

Phil French, Tilehurst, Reading. 

See www.oxford.anglican.org/ our- faith/lifelong- 
learning/ for details of our regular Bible-related 
courses. 



Tremendous baking skills 

I am sure I will not be alone in pointing out that the caption below the 
picture of Her Majesty should have read “HM Queen Elizabeth...”, not 
HRH. 

One other related point is that the visual quality of the two cakes you 
picture on page 9 far exceeds that of the one presented with great fanfare 
to HM as shown on the television broadcast of her walkabout in Windsor 
on the day. Tremendous baking skills abound within the diocese it seems! 

Gordon Anderson, ODBE member and resident of Ascot. 

Gordon sent in the picture, left, of a cake baked for Picnic in the Park 
organised hy Sunningdale Holy Trinity Church, Sunningdale Baptist 
Church and the parish council for the Queen’s birthday. 

Competition Winners 

The winners of our Messy Togetherness competition in the June issue 
of the Door are: Charles Graham from Oxford, Anne Soley from Tilehurst 
and and Betty Course from Newport Pagnell . 

They have all won a copy of Messy Togetherness by Martyn Payne. 


Memoirs of a retired Rector 


Called to serve 

by the Ven. Judy French 

I ’ve just discovered 
Siri, the PA that 
lives in my iPhone. 

Just to try it out, I 
asked Siri to remind me 
to write this article for 
the Door. ‘OK, I’ll remind 
you,’ she said. ‘Thanks,’ 

I said automatically, 
forgetting this was an 
electronic device I was 
talking to. Back came the 
answer, ‘I live to serve.’ 

(She did remind me, 
and kept reminding me until I sat down and wrote it! No 
substitute, however, for my actual PA in Church House...). 

A few years ago, during a period of vocational 
reorientation, I re-read the service for the ordination 
of deacons (< diukonos , Greek for ‘servant’). It was good 
to reclaim the principles of diaconal ministry: called to 
serve, help the poor and needy, seek out the lost, preach 
the Gospel, serve the community, be hopeful, expectant, 
prayerful and faithful. It’s a ministry of ‘visible self-giving, 
with Christ as the pattern of your calling’ (from the new 
ordination service). It reflects the wonderful imagery in 
Philippians 2 of Christ, ‘who emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant’. In the days before the ordination of 
women to the priesthood, we worked hard to focus our 
diaconal ministry on the servanthood of Christ. We felt 
strongly at the time that this was something the Church 
needed, a ministry and theology of service at the heart 
of who we are and what we do, a ministry with meaning 
and value in its own right, not just as a stepping stone to 
‘higher things’. 

It worked, for a while, and there was an enthusiastic 
flurry of writing on the subject. After a brief resurgence, 
though, it has once more been submerged by a continuing 
emphasis on priesthood. The reasons for this are 
understandable, especially in the light of the ordination of 
women to the priesthood and now to the episcopate, with 
the associated politics and theology. And communities tell 
us they need priests. But every priest is first a deacon, a 
servant of God, the Church and the community. 

What struck me most, as I was reflecting on my own 
vocation, was the very diaconal role of an Archdeacon, 
who is usually viewed as someone in leadership, with 
authority, power and a definite legal role. The biblical story 
in Acts of the selection of deacons paints a rather different 
picture: the deacons were to free the apostles for their 
distinctive role of preaching and teaching, by taking on the 
administrative and practical support of the community. 
That’s very close to the work an Archdeacon takes on to 
free the Bishop for his or her particular ministry. The 
principles of service, strengthening the faithful, searching 
out ‘the careless and the indifferent’ (as the old service had 
it when I was ordained) and caring for those in trouble, 
take on a new emphasis for an Archdeacon but are such 
key part of the work. 

My three years as a deacon were formative, and fun, 
but it was to priesthood that I felt was the stronger call. 
Priestly ministry is my life and my joy. I was sure this 
was what I would be, what I would do, for the rest of my 
ministry. Imagine my amazement when, after much prayer 
and reflection (and a couple of interviews), God shifted the 
ground under me, and called me back to diaconal ministry! 
Twenty-five years after becoming a deacon, I find I have 
come full circle, back to where I started. And it feels 
absolutely right. I live to serve. 

The Ven. Judy French is the Archdeacon of Dorchester. 


A RETIRED Rector who spent 21 years in Oxford after four 
years in Uganda has published his memoirs. 

The Revd David Bishop became Rector of St Clement’s 
Church in Oxford in 1970. He came to Oxford after four 
years running a church in Uganda, after being sent out by 
the Church Mission Society. 

“When I left Uganda and arrived at St Clements in 1970, 

I found a church where the evening congregation was 
about 60 and the morning about 20. A pretty uncommon 
feature today reflecting the changes in society.” 

Ordained in Sevenoaks, David says he had originally 
come from what he describes as an ‘extreme evangelical 


...continued from page 16 

“It was an amazing place where people were enthusiastic 
about being a family together and supporting each other. 
It’s been really good. I was very happy being a parish 
priest.” 

Once again, the call to move on came to Nicholas during 
an Easter Vigil service. “During the Eucharistic Prayer 
I had an absolutely clear sense that it would be my last 
Easter there. I found that upsetting and did a lot of 
praying.” When he spotted the Area Director of Ordinands 
role advertised, he felt it was the wrong time. “We’d just 
moved house, from the new vicarage to a much nicer 
house and my computer was broken.” 


position.’ “I wouldn’t wear a stole or bow to the altar, but 
my views on that sort of thing have changed.” 

The Rt Revd Richard Harries made David his advisor 
on renewal. David now worships at St Andrew’s Church 
in North Oxford. His late wife was Elizabeth and he has 
four adult children, one girl and three boys. When he was 
younger he played rugby, cricket, hockey and squash. 

David’s memoirs are available for £5 from St Andrew’s 
Bookshop on St Clement’s, Oxford or by sending a 
chque for £5 to the Revd David Bishop, 40 Old High 
Street, Headington 0X3 9HN. 


But, despite the broken computer, Nicholas felt he 
should apply and managed to get the application in on 
time. “After the interview I was convinced I wasn’t going 
to get the job, and was surprised when I was offered it. It’s 
exactly where 
God wants 
me to be at 
the moment. 

I’m loving the 
job and the 
team I am 
working with 
is fantastic.” 



God 
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THE Revd Nicholas Cheeseman 
knew he was called to be a 
priest from the age of 1 3. 
Nicholas, who recently took on 
a new role as the Director of 
Ordinands for Berkshire, tells Jo 
Duckies about his journey. 


“Ml 


' y parents went to 
church, my dad was a 
Reader so I was going 
to church before I was 
born. Asking when I first knew God or 
Jesus is like asking someone when they 
first met their parents. Christianity has 
always been part of my experience, from 
my earliest memories. 


“I was confirmed when I was 11 on 
1 April 1984 . My first really vivid 
experience was when I had a sense of being 
called to be a priest when I was about 13 
at an Easter vigil service. I had a really 
clear sense that God wanted me to be a 
priest, which was an enormous shock,” 
says Nicholas, who says he was very shy. 
“The idea of preaching or doing anything 
involving standing up in front of people, I 
felt, was utterly beyond me. 


“I had a really clear 
sense that God wanted 


me to be a priest , which 
was an enormous shock ” 


Growing up in Sevenoaks in Kent, 
Nicholas and his family worshipped at St 
John the Baptist, where the priest was 
keen on making children and young people 
part of the life of the church family. “That 
is quite a big ask because my two younger 
brothers and I weren’t the best behaved 
children,” he says. “Going to where they are 
is harder than expecting them to put up 
with where you are.” 

Nicholas admits that he did nothing 
about his sense of calling until he was 20, 
by which time he was heavily involved in 
church, doing readings and leading the 



youth group. “I did those things because I 
was too shy to say no’ when I was asked,” 
he says. “I was coming up to my final year 
at university and I had met my wife-to- 
be. We met through the diocesan youth 
synod. It was a diocesan synod with youth 
representatives alongside it and two 
volunteers from our deanery. After four 
months we were engaged and nine months 
later we were married.” 

Nicholas, who has now been married 
to Anne for almost 23 years, was leading 
a youth group at this time when he 
approached his vicar to say he thought 
he may be called to be a priest. “To my 
amazement he said of course you are’ and 


told me he had been waiting for some time 
for me to talk about that.” 

Shortly afterwards Nicholas spent six 
months ill in bed, getting well enough 
for his wedding in the August. Anne 
was studying and moved to London, so 
the couple lived with his grandmother 
in Sevenoaks. “My grandmother had 
dementia. That was both sad and hilarious 
in many ways. We lived with her for several 
months until she became too ill and had to 
go into a nursing home. We were with her 
when she died and that was amazing.” 

Nicholas spent nine months unemployed, 
before doing a range of part-time jobs 
including being a clerk to the Guild of All 


Souls. He went on to become a lay worker 
and parish assistant at All Saints, Perry 
Street, in the Diocese of Rochester. By 
that time Anne had completed her PGCE 
and started working as a teacher. “It was 
at that time that I went to see the DDO to 
explore my vocation and I ended up going 
to Mirfield to train. After getting through 
the selection conference I wasn’t going 
to train for another 18 months. I was 
committed to seeing some stuff through in 
the parish which was definitely the right 
thing to do.” 

Mirfield, in West Yorkshire, is a long 
way from Sevenoaks, taking Nicholas and 
Anne away from their families, but he says 
they had a fantastic three years. “It was a 
great place to be, an amazing privilege. It 
was great for Anne as well. The college was 
really welcoming of ordinands’ partners. 
Nicholas served his curacy in Wantage in 
Oxfordshire, under the Revd John Salter. 

“..meeting the people of 
that parish cemented the 
rightness of it.” 

“He was just amazing, it was absolutely 
brilliant. That felt like the right place and 
I was blessed enough to have four years 
there as a curate. It was an amazing place 
to be and John was a superb training 
incumbent. I had the freedom to try things 
out and be creative and he was just so 
supportive. It was as close as you are going 
to get to an ideal curacy.” During this time 
he also finished his MA and was delighted 
to do lots of schools work, becoming a 
governor, doing lots of collective worship 
and even some cricket coaching. 

After the curacy, moving to become Vicar 
of All Saints’ Reading, which later joined 
with St Mark’s to form the new parish of 
St Mark and All Saints, felt like the right 
move. “It was meeting the people of that 
church that cemented the rightness of it 
for me and reminded me of the church I 
grew up in,” he says. 

Continued on page 15... 
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July/August prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt these prayers for your own needs. 



Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

I was glad when they said to me, ' Let us go 
to the house of the Lord 1 / - Psalm 122.1 

Please pray for the following people as 
they prepare for ordination this Petertide. 
Their photographs will appear in the 
September issue of The Door. 

Ordained Deacon: Timothy Bateman 
St Aldates, Oxford; Laura Biron-Scott 
Kidlington with Hampton Poyle; Orazio 
Camaioni Wantage; Fran Childs St 
Peter, Didcot; Stephen Johnson Goring 
and Streatley; Ian Howard Carterton 
and Brize Norton; Richard White 
Cogges, Witney; Matthew Beer St Mary, 
Bletchley; Sue Gill St Mary, Amersham; 
Heather Graham St Andrew High 
Wycombe; Sue Lepp Langley; Sam 
Muthuveloe St Mary Bletchley; Alison 
Roberts Aston Clinton (Buckland); 

Danny Rodgers Buckingham Benefice; 
Nadine Rose Haddenham; Margot 
Suter Flackwell Heath; Peter Wheeler 
St Mary, Aylesbury; Kirstie Dolphin St 
Matthew, Reading; Joy Mawdesley St 
Nicolas Newbury; Julie Mintern St Paul, 
Wokingham; Judith Ryder Caversham, 
Thamesideand Mapledurham; Judith 
Sumner Reading Minster; Sarah Eden- 
Jones, Greyfriars, Reading; Gary Collins 
St John and St Stephen Reading. 

Ordained Priest: Dan Beesley Princes 
Risborough; Joseph Fernandes Horton 
and Wraysbury; Chris Lion Gerrards Cross 
and Fulmer; Sue Smith Weston Turville; 
Graham Summers Penn and Tylers 
Green; Jenny Tebboth Chalfont St Giles; 
Ann Kember Wolverton; Kate Harrison 
New Windsor; Nicola Hulks St Luke, 
Maidenhead; Ben Kautzer St Nicolas, 
Earley; Janice Macdonald Aldermaston 
and Woolhampton; William McDowell 
East Down land Benefice; Liz Ratcliffe 
Christ Church, Reading; Shei Crowther 
Osney Benefice; Dan Hames St Aldates; 
Jarred Mercer St Mary Magdalen (and 
Binsey) Oxford; David Bendor-Samuel 
Beckley, Forest Hill, Horton-cum-Studley, 
Stanton St John; Erika Biscoe Bicester 
Benefice; Carol Hill Emmanuel, Bicester; 
JenniferMorton Dorchester; Richard 
Power St Pauls, Banbury; Jon Roberts 
Dorchester; Alice Venning Blenheim; 
Robert Wainwright Burford. 

JULY 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

FRIDAY 1 St Thomas the Apostle St 
Aldate, Oxford: Charlie Cleverly, Mark 
Brickman, Dan Hames, Simon Ponsonby, 


Oli Benyon and the pastoral team. For 
our 5-10s Holiday Club during the first 
week of the summer holidays - we would 
love children and parents to discover 
a deep faith and trust in Jesus as they 
adventure through the week (both 
children who already come to church and 
those who are brought by friends). We 
have a new Childrens Pastor and Curate 
joining the team amongst other staffing 
changes; we thank God for this provision 
and pray they would be blessed with a 
fruitful ministry here. During August 
we have a summer Bible School and 
many visitors or summer students come 
into the church; we pray they would 
be impacted by what they hear and 
energised in their faith. 

SATURDAY 2 St James, Southlake: 

Nick Jackson, Jane Lewis, David Fulford, 
Michael Patterson, Linda Galpin and 
Sam Mutton. For those going to summer 
camps and those helping on team at 
New Wine, Soul Survivor, Rempstone 
and Morfa Bay. Also for refreshment 
for members of the congregation over 
the summer so that they are inspired 
to engage with the community through 
our outreach activities in the autumn. 
Deacons’ ordinations today. 

MONDAY 4 Woodley Emmanuel 
Conventional District: Sean Riordan 
and Susan Walters: For the new outreach 
that we have just started, that we would 
engage deeply and connect well to the 
local area to bring hope and the love 
of Jesus. Praise and thanks for the 
continued growth of the congregation 
and increased depth of Christian service. 

TUESDAY 5 St John the Evangelist , 
Woodley: Eddie Marquez. For the new 
young families that have joined the 
church, and the family worker serving 
them. For the children’s club and the 
team of volunteers serving the 20 
children who regularly attend. Woodley 
School. 

WEDNESDAY 6 Wendover Deanery: 

Mark Dearnley, Gavin Oldham, Gary 
Beynon, Allan Whittow, Norman Dick 
and Kevan Royle. For a new Area Dean 
as Mark Dearnley moves to a new post. 
For clubs and activities taking place over 
the summer holidays for children and 
young people, particularly Lighthouse at 
Great Missenden and Jigsaw at Weston 
Turville. 

THURSDAY 7 The Churn: Jason St 
John Nicolle, John Clarke, Jen Brown 
and Louise Butler. For our Science 


Missioner project: for the next stage of 
the project as we work in partnership 
with the Ian Ramsey Centre, and for 
our Science Missioner, Revd Jen Brown. 
Pray that all who attend weddings and 
christenings in our seven churches over 
the summer months may experience 
something of the wonder and beauty and 
love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blewbury School and Hagbourne School. 

FRIDAY 8 Holy Trinity, Henley: 

Duncan Carter and Michael Forsdike. 
General Synod begins; Yellow Braces 
Camp for young people begins. Trinity 
School. 

SATURDAY 9 Henley with 
Remenham: Martyn Griffiths. For the 
many local charities with which both the 
Rector and members of the congregation 
are involved. In thanksgiving for the 
deepening of faith and commitment 
across the benefice, and for our 
forthcoming pilgrimages to Walsingham 
and Santiago de Compostela. Festival of 
Prayer at Rip on College. 

MONDAY 11 Langtree Team 
Ministry: Kevin Davies, Linda Smith, 
David Addison, Claire Alcock and Angela 
Linton. For a successful appointment 
to be made to the House for Duty post 
at Ipsden and North Stoke. Give thanks 
for our two church schools: Stoke 
Row and Checkendon. Pray for God’s 
blessing upon our two headteachers: 

Miss Charlotte Harris and Mrs Gillian 
Seymour. 

TUESDAY 12 Nettlebed with Bix, 
Highmore, Pishill and Rotherfield 

Greys: Brendan Bailey and Andrea 
Williams. For our house for duty priest 
who has inoperable cancer and her 
family. For fundraising for our very small 


parishes with largely elderly and retired 
congregations. For wisdom in their 
planning for reordering and providing 
lavatory and kitchen facilities. 

WEDNESDAY 13 Nuffield: Brendan 
Bailey. 

THURSDAY 14 Rotherfield Peppard, 
Kidmore End and Sonning Common: 

Susan Cooper, Morris Clegg and Stewart 
Morgan. The benefice is praying to 
move forward from a vacancy, linking 
the vision of bringing more people to 
know Jesus with exploring new ways of 
making Jesus known. In God’s perfect 
timing: for a smooth and problem- 
free installation of a new Rector who 
will rejoice in the new appointment 
and that he/she will be at one with 
the parishioners in close relationships 
within the benefice in Jesus’ name. 
Kidmore End School, Peppard School. 

FRIDAY 15 Shiplake with Dunsden 
and Harpsden: For the parishioners 
of this benefice, currently in vacancy. 
Bishop’s Council today. 

SATURDAY 16 Deanery of Oxford: 

Will Donaldson, Prudence Dailey, 
Michael Daniell, Alan McCullough, Bruce 
Armour, Mark Clavier, Allan Doig, Will 
Donaldson, Elizabeth Hoare, Charlie 
Kerr, Simon Vibert, George Westhaver, 
David Wilbraham, Ben Whitaker and 
Roger Williams. For our new Deanery 
website being launched in the next few 
weeks, that it may be a key resource for 
our mission initiatives. For St Andrew’s, 
North Oxford, and St Mary the Virgin, 
the University Church, as they both 
enter interregnums and as they seek 
God’s choice for new incumbents to lead 
them. 






^Blessed is the man - 
who walks not in the " 
counsel of the wicked, 
*nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in 1 


his delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and on his 
law he meditates day 


piamea oy streams 
of water that yields 
its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not 
wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers. The 
wicked are not so, . 
but are like chaff that 
the wind drives away.Y 
Therefore the wicked ] 
will not stand in the 
judgment, nor sinners 
in the congregation lof^ 
the righteous; for the \ 


Lord knows the way of 
the righteous, but the 
way of the wicked will 


July/August prayer diary 


MONDAY 18 Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: Felicity Scroggie, 

Martin Davis, William Whyte and Lesley 
Heifer. For growth in our congregations 
and courage to share our faith with those 
around us. That new patterns of creative 
worship will lead us into a deeper journey 
with God and draw new people. 

TUESDAY 19 Osney: Clare Sykes, 

Martin Henig, Jo Moffett-Levy and 
Shei Crowther. For the development of 
ministry to children across the benefice, 
especially the new venture of Messy 
Church. For those preparing for baptism 
and confirmation in the benefice and the 
confirmation service on 24 July. North 
Hinksey School. 

WEDNESDAY 20 Festival of Mary 
Magdalene St Michael, Tilehurst: John 
Rogers and Jennifer Foakes. For our 
‘What Next’ programme as we consider 
our vision for the next five years. 

Give thanks for the dedication of our 
members, who give so much of their time 
and talents to developing the kingdom of 
God in this place. 

THURSDAY 21 St Andrew, Oxford: 

Elizabeth Pitkethly, James Robson, Simon 
Potter, Jonathan Vaughan, Paul White, 
Sara Bedwell, Donald Hay, David Wright 
and Sas Cutting. For the church in the 
interregnum period and for the childrens 
and young peoples work, particularly 
the holiday club at the end of August. 
Frideswide School. 

FRIDAY 22 St Barnabas and St 
Paul with St Thomas the Martyr: 

Jonathan Beswick, Jenny Pittaway, Susan 
Gillingham and Maggie Ellis. For the 
Jericho Boatyard redevelopment project. 
For the St Thomas Nursery and Galilee 
Room redevelopment works. St Barnabas 
School. 

SATURDAY 23 St James St Ebbe with 
Holy Trinity and St Peter le Bailey, 
Oxford: Vaughan Roberts, A1 Gibbs, 
James Poole and A1 Horn. For those 
involved in finalising plans for the 
gallery that we want to add to the church 
building. Pray that the period of building, 
currently expected to be January to 
August 2017, which will inevitably be 
disruptive, will also be a time of growth 
for our church. 

MONDAY 25 St Giles and St Philip and 
St James with St Margaret, Oxford: 

Andrew Bunch, Thomas Albinson, Georgie 
Simpson, Nicholas Bradbury and David 
Longrigg. For our development projects 
as we seek to serve the community with 
our buildings. For our outreach project in 
partnership with Age UK. St Philip and St 
James School. 

TUESDAY 26 St Mary Magdalen, 
Oxford: Peter Groves, Jarred Mercer, 


Jonathan Jong and Dominic Keech. For 
our curate, Fr Jarred Mercer, beginning 
his priestly ministry. For our fundraising 
campaign for our relighting and 
redecoration project. 

WEDNESDAY 27 St Mary the Virgin 
with St Cross with St Peter in the 
East, Oxford: Charlotte Bannister- 
Parker, Alan Ramsey. 

THURSDAY 28 St Matthew, Oxford: 

Steve Hellyer, Tim Bradshaw, Mike 
Rayner, Jane Sherwood and Jane Usher. 
Give thanks for the outworking of the 
‘Leading Your Church Into Growth’ 
course attended by church staff and 
wardens in May, praying especially for 
plans for an enquirers course to run for 
six Wednesdays starting mid-September. 
Pray for a number of projects designed 
to make the church frontage more 
appealing to visitors and the surrounding 
community. St Ebbe’s School. 

FRIDAY 29 St Michael and St Martin 
and All Saints, Oxford: Bob Wilkes. For 
the new staff team to work effectively for 
the church’s growth. For the witness of 
the church as City Church and the Vicar 
as City Rector in Oxford’s civic life. 

SATURDAY 30 South with New 
Hinksey: James Wilkinson and Balwant 
Singh. For Fr Ben Drury, our new Curate. 
For the St Laurence Festival on 7 August. 
New Hinksey School. 


AUGUST 

MONDAY 1 Summertown: Gavin 
Knight and Samantha Stayte. Pray for the 
Threshold Project; the extension of the 
west end of the church, building a space of 
welcome for the local community. Pray for 
the fundraising appeal and those working 
on the build and construction. Pray for the 
mission and ministry of the laity at St Mi- 
chael’s, that their faith and talents might 
be fostered for the growth of the Church 
within the parish. 

TUESDAY 2 Harwell with Chilton: Jon 

athan Mobey, Pam Rolls, Jan Radford and 
Peter Barton. For the week-long Holiday 
Club that will be happening in August with 
over a hundred primary-aged children. 
Pray for the arrangements, the team and 
the children and their families, that they 
will know and experience God’s love and 
power. Also pray for a year-long Science 
and Faith project that is getting underway 
shortly and includes, alongside speaker 
events and discussion groups, monthly 
‘family science’ events which we are plan- 
ning to integrate into a family-focused 
‘fresh expression’ of church currently 
under development. Pray for inspiration, 
for the teams, and for the families and 
individuals that will engage with this, that 


all will be built up in understanding and in 
faith. 

WEDNESDAY 3 Deanery of Mursley: 

Philip Derbyshire, Bobbie Ward, Jeremy 
Hopkinson and Siv Tunnicliffe. 

THURSDAY 4 Cottesloe: Philip Der 
byshire, Helen Barnes and Gill Rowell. 

St Michael’s School, Stewkley, Wingrave 
School. 

FRIDAY 5 Ivinghoe with Pitstone 
and Slapton and Marsworth: Adrian 
Manning, Barbara De Butts and Sandra 
Green. Pray that some of the wide circle 
of contacts around the villages might be 
drawn into the worshipping congregation 
in the villages through community links. 
Marsworth School. 

SATURDAY 6 The Transfiguration New- 
ton Longville, Mursley, Swanbourne, 
Little Horwood and Drayton Parslow: 

Simon Faulks, Jackie Brown and Helen 
Walker. For our new outreach across the 
five parishes called Refresh. Pray that the 
good news of the gospel will be shared 
in an accessible and friendly way. For 
Revd David Talks as he comes to join the 
ministry team as house for duty priest on 
1 September. Newton Longville School, 
Mursley School and Swanbourne School. 

MONDAY 8 The Brickhills and Stoke 
Hammond: John Waller and Jeremy 
Hopkinson. For people moving into new 
houses in our villages. For all those who 
visit our churches and churchyards. Bow 
Brickhill School and High Ash School. 

TUESDAY 9 Brize Norton and Carter- 
ton: Bill Blakey and James Maddern. We 
give thanks for new Christians and others 
who are finding hope and healing and for 
our church school (St John’s, Carterton) 
which has just been graded ‘outstand- 
ing’ in our SIAMS (Diocesan) Inspection. 
Pray for our ministry as we have two new 
people about to start, Ian Howard as a 
Self-supporting Minister and Lyndsay 
Baker as a Licensed Lay Minister. 

WEDNESDAY 10 Cholsey and Mouls- 
ford: Andrew Petit and Val Gibbons. For 
our outreach with the love of Christ and 
the gospel to a substantial new communi- 
ty, Cholsey Meadows. For the development 
of our monthly Messy Church service in 
Moulsford. 

THURSDAY 11 Goring and Streat- 
ley with South Stoke: Paul Boughton, 
Elizabeth Dowding and Judith Hogg. For 
Steve Johnson as he begins his ordained 
ministry in this benefice and for his family, 
that they will settle happily into their new 
community. For development of a growing 
ministry to families with young children 
throughout the benefice. Goring School, 
Streatley School. 


Our bishops on 
Sundays 

JULY 

SUNDAY 3 Pray for Bishop Alan con- 
firming at Mursley and Bishop David 
Jennings confirming at Sandhurst and 
Crowthorne 


SUNDAY 10 Pray for Yellow Braces 
Camp (for young people) 

SUNDAY 17 Pray for Bishop Alan 
confirming at Newport 

SUNDAY 24 Pray for the Archdeacon 
of Oxford, The Ven. Martin Gorick 

SUNDAY 31 Pray for the Archdeacon 
of Dorchester, The Ven. Judy French 


AUGUST 

SUNDAY 7 Pray for the Archdeacon oi 
Berkshire, the Ven. Olivia Graham 

SUNDAY 14 Pray for the new Arch- 
deacon of Buckingham, the Ven. Guy 
Elsmore 

SUNDAY 21 Pray for the Education 
Department at Church House Oxford 


FRIDAY 12 All Saints, Didcot: Karen 
Beck, Hugh Boorman, Mark Bodeker and 
Nick Hards. For the churches in Didcot 
as they seek to work collaboratively to 
respond to the growth of the town. For the 
families and friends of the three men who 
were killed at Didcot A power station. All 
Saints, Didcot. 

SATURDAY 13 St Peter, Didcot: Han 

nah Reynolds and Jenny Loder. For Little 
Fishes carer and toddler group as many 
prepare to leave us for schools. For our 
continued work with those with demen- 
tia as we adjust to their worship needs. 
Northbourne School. 

MONDAY 15 The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Wolvercote and Wytham: Charles 
Draper, Viv Bridges, Jo Coney, Rob Gilbert 
and Tony Lemon. For us as we develop our 
vision and priorities across our churches 
and in our ministry team. For our harvest 
festival services this autumn and for other 
community outreach services. 

TUESDAY 16 Wallingford: David Rice 
and Kevin Beer. For our new Team Vicar 
as he develops work with families and 
children. For all schools in the benefice, 
especially for Brightwell, appointing a new 
Headteacher. Crowmarsh Gifford School; 
Brightwell cum Sotwell School; St Nicholas 
School, Wallingford. 

WEDNESDAY 17 Henley Deanery: 

Kevin Davies, Heather Llewellyn, Wendy 
Ferguson, Brian Turner, Stephen Cousins, 

Peter Dewey and Ian Thacker. For those 
currently working with the Deanery Voca- 
tions Adviser as they discern their calling 
before God. For those benefices currently 
without an incumbent, that they would be 
courageous during their vacancy, and that 
the recruitment processes would yield a 
joyful outcome. 

THURSDAY 18 Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp: 

Elizabeth Moxley and Sally Bottomer. For 
Revd Alison Roberts, recently ordained 
deacon and serving her curacy in this ben- 
efice, as she seeks to share the fathomless 
mystery of Gods grace. For the members 
of all three churches as, this summer, 
they reach out in love and service to their 
friends and neighbours in these villages. 

FRIDAY 19 Ellesborough, The Kimbles 
and Stoke Mandeville: Jan Henderson 
and Janet Wales. For the Re-ordering 
Project at St Nicholas, Great Kimble and 
the ongoing work across the benefice with 
children, young people and their families. 

Great Kimble School. 

SATURDAY 20 Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden: Rosie 
Harper, Carolyn Bailey and Patricia Neale. 
Great Missenden Academy. 

MONDAY 22 Hawridge with Choles- 

SUNDAY 28 Pray for the Finance De- 
partment at Church House Oxford 

A short guide to special Sundays 
and other events (with a global 
focus) from Christian Concern for 
One World that you may wish to 
pray for in 2015 is available at 
www.tinyurl.com/pobjgmh 


bury and St Leonards: David Burgess. 
For wisdom and guidance regarding how 
best to allocate scarce resources of people 
and time - some of our congregations are 
getting smaller and this affects our wor- 
ship, outreach and organisational abilities. 
Hawridge and Cholesbury School. 

TUESDAY 23 Little Missenden: John 
Simpson and Gary Beynon. For Mar- 
ian Dickinson, Licensed Lay Minister in 
training, and growth in house groups. For 
our ‘Christopher Project’ restoration and 
reordering programme. Little Missenden 
School. 

WEDNESDAY 24 St Bartholomew Prest- 
wood and Great Hampden: Deiniol 
Kearley-Heywood and Teresia Derlen. For 
a new Organist and Director of Music for 
the benefice. For growth and renewal at 
Great Hampden. 

THURSDAY 25 The Lee: David Burgess. 
For an effective and appropriate church 
presence in the many social and com- 
munity events we have across our villages 
during the summer months. Lee Common 
School. 

FRIDAY 26 Wendover and Halton: 

Mark Dearnley, Ruth Dearnley, Joe Groat 
and Glenys Newman. For the search for 
a new vicar as Mark Dearnley moves to a 
new post. For the ongoing work and out- 
reach through ‘Just’, our church shop on 
Wendover High Street. Wendover School. 

SATURDAY 27 Weston Turville: David 
Wales, Susan Fellows, Sue Smith, David 
Blackmore and Tony Eccleston. For the de- 
velopment of our new extension, allowing 
more room for meetings and gatherings. 
For God’s mission in a parish which may 
see a large growth in population if new 
development plans are approved. Weston 
Turville School. 

MONDAY 29 Deanery of Witney: Toby 
Wright, Mandy Studley, Sue Campbell, 
Sally Wright and Jeff Hill. 

TUESDAY 30 Bampton with Clanfield: 

David Lloyd, Celia Humphreys, Dennis 
Piper and Arthur Pont. For continued out- 
reach to families through Messy Church 
and ‘Blessed Bees’. For pastoral work and 
engagement with people in all five commu- 
nities. Aston and Cote School, Bampton 
Academy, Clanfield School. 

WEDNESDAY 31 Wallingford Dean- 
ery: Jason St John Nicolle, Gordon Gill 
and George Curtis. For the new housing 
development at Valley Park. Pray that we 
may respond imaginatively and effectively 
to the mission opportunities in this new 
community, where over 4000 homes are 
due to be built. For our schools: for all the 
children, the teachers, the support staff 
and the governors. 


Coming and Goings 

The Revd David Talks is to be Associate 
Minister in the benefice of Newton 
Longville, Mursley, Swanbourne, Little 
Horwood and Drayton Parslow; The 
Revd Gary Collins is to be Curate of St 
John the Evangelist, Reading; The Revd 
Juliette Mintern is to be Curate of St 
Paul’s Wokingham; The Revd Sarah 
Eden- Jones is to be Curate of Greyfriars, 
Reading; The Revd Joy Mawdesley is to 
be Curate of St Nicolas Newbury and St 
Mary’s Speen; The Revd Judith Ryder 
is to be Curate in Caversham, Thameside 
and Mapledurham; The Revd Kirstie 
Dolphin is to be Curate of St Matthew’s 
Reading; The Revd Judith Sumner is to 
be Curate of St Mary the Virgin, Reading 
Minister; The Revd John Smith is to 
be Curate in Marlow; The Revd David 
Addison, Langtree Benefice, is to retire; 
The Revd Pamela McKellen, Rector of 
Radley, Sunningwell and Kennington is 
to retire; The Revd Dr Nick Pike is to be 
Associate Minister of Cogges with South 
Leigh and North Leigh, Witney; The Revd 
Ben Thorpe is to be Associate Minister 
of St Mary’s Bletchley; The Revd Alec 
Gill is to be Curate in the Vale Benefice, 
The Revd Robert Thewsey, is to be 
Rector of Shiplake with Dunsden and 
Harpsden-cum-Bolney; The Revd Canon 
Philip Groves is to be Associate Minister 
in the Benefice of Wychert Vale; The 
Revd Stephen Flashman is to be Team 
Vicar of the Schorne Benefice; The Revd 
Elizabeth Koepping is given Permission 
to Officiate; The Revd Nicky Pledger is 
given Permission to Officiate. 



Services at Christ Church 
Cathedral 


SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01 865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 


LIVING 



SHAPING CONFIDENT 
COLLABORATIVE LEADERSHIP 


No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousands of hymns and worship songs , all in 
one box , ready to play. No musical or technical 
knowledge required. 


Straight out of the box the 
Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 traditional hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book entries. 

Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 



£1 999 find VAX) 


Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 



Hymn Technology Ltd Hymnal 

Worship Music Solutions PlUS 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2017 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 
for UK, Europe and worldwide holidays 
Single trip cover for all departures up to 31/12/17 


UK 

BASED 

Conditions apply 

TRAVEL 

Please call for details ~ 


0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 

EH 


Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 
across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa (all ensuite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort. 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 

Also on Trip Advisor 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

bripat@brialdon.freeserve.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



Holiday Cottages 
Summer Availability 


Family run Holiday Cottages in 
beautiful south Shropshire, an 
area of outstanding natural beauty. 
Wonderful location with spectacular 
views. We offer 1 , 2 or 3 bedroom 
cottages to suit all the family. 
Please visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk 
or call 01694 722869 for brochure 









“EXCELLENT 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 


John Kenway □□□□□ ■trustpilot 


16 REG 


NISSAN QASHQA1 1 .5 DCi HOPS 
ACENTA ONLY 1,000 MILES 
NEW PRICE £22,460 

OUR PRICE 

£17361 



ran?! 

NISSAN LEAF 5DR AUTO SILVER A/C, 
SAT NAV 8K - NO FUEL, NO TAX! 

ONLY £8132 



FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi 


(70) EDGE 3DR RED 59K 

ONLY £5099 I ONLY £9199 


) EXCHANGE (f3) 9g« (fa 
f WELCOME \ZJ/ CHECK 


FLEXIBLE 

FINANCE 

AVAILABLE 


© NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY TO 
YOUR DOOR 


BRAND NEW 
CARS AVAILABLE 
ALL MAKES 


UP TO 4,000 USED CARS PRICE CHECKED DAILY, COMPREHENSIVELY CHECKED & FULLY GUARANTEED 


AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 

^i itnr^wn ^4 CALL 0845 122 6910 
du lUbdVe T AUTOSAVE.CO.UK n □ 

Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. We can introduce you to a limited number of 
carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 



every person 
every community 
a full life 


Help Us to feed bodies and minds 
in Sri Lanka this Harvest. 


Download FREE all-age resources, m 
children’s activities, videos and more 

at www.wearells.org.uk/harvest ^ 

Us. The new name for USPG 

Registered charity number 234518 


Who<is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 



Courses, training, conferences and workshops in July/August 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House Oxford. 
The deadline for the next issue is Friday 5th August 2016. 



FRIDAY 1 JULY 

Banbury: Flower Festival with a 
twist, to celebrate the church’s 125th 
anniversary and to raise money for 
new chairs. St Leonard’s Church. 
Until 2 July. 

SATURDAY 2 JULY 

Oxford: Oxfordshire Festival 
Orchestra, conductor: Benedict 
Goodall. Mozart, Brien, 
Mendelssohn, St Margaret’s 
Church, 0X2 6RX, Tickets £10 
(concessions £5) at the door. 
7.30pm. 

SUNDAY 3 JULY 

Letcombe Regis: The Secret 
Gardens of Letcombe Regis, 
open from 2-6pm. Explore eight 
delightful private gardens, together 
with the gardens of Richmond 
Retirement Village. Teas available 
at Antwicks Manor and plants for 
sale. £5 entry. All money raised to 
help support historic St Andrew’s 
Church, www.opengardens.co.uk 
and enter ‘Letcombe Regis’ 

Penn Street: Cream Teas at Holy 
Trinity Church, 3-5pm, every Sunday 
until 25 September. 

MONDAY 4 JULY 

Kingston Bagpuize: The Retired 
Clergy Association Annual outing 


at 2pm. Special tour and cream tea. 
Please book your place by phoning 
01869 338225 or email viviane@ 
christopher-viviane.co.uk 

WEDNESDAY 6 JULY 

Aldworth: Afternoon teas at St. 
Mary’s Church from 2. 30-4. 30pm 
every Wednesday until end of 
August, see the Aldworth Giants, 
ancient yew, millennium tapestry 
and more, families and groups 
welcome. Details: 01635 578936. 

THURSDAY 7 JULY 

Windsor: All Saints’ Church, Frances 
Road, 7pm, 152nd Anniversary 
Concert, Under the Greenwood Tree 
performed by Rogers Covey-Crump 
(tenor) and The Windsor Box&Fir 
Co with interval drinks in the church 
garden. Tickets £10. 01753 831064, 
jennythomas@boxandfir.com, from 
church or at the door. 

SATURDAY 9 JULY 

Caversham: Annual Caversham 
Church Fete, opening with 
a Lancaster flypast at 1pm, 
entertainment (music and 
dancing), children’s races, 
refreshments (teas, coffees, 
Pimms, food), stalls (including 
new jewellery stall), sideshows 
(coconut shy, tombola, hoopla, 
hook-a-duck etc.) and Grand Draw 
with exciting prizes. 


WEDNESDAY 20 JULY 

Upper Basildon: Vivace Voices 
concert; songs to celebrate the 
summer: English folk songs, 
a Guys and Dolls medley, 
Spirituals and more. 2.30pm, St 
Stephen’s Church. Admission 
£3, refreshments afterwards. All 
proceeds to ‘Sing for Your Life’; a 
charity dedicated to helping care 
homes and day centres provide 
community singing sessions. 

FRIDAY 22 JULY 

Tilehurst: St Mary Magdalen 
Church Patronal Festival Service, 
7.30pm, preacher Fr Ray Smith 

SATURDAY 23 JULY 

Tilehurst: St Mary Magdalen 
Church Flower Festival and Gift 
Day, 10am-4pm. Displays, organ 
recitals and light refreshments. 

SATURDAY 27 AUGUST 

Weston Turville: St Mary 
the Virgin, Flower Festival 
‘Let’s Celebrate’, llam-5pm. 
Refreshments served throughout 
the day, cream teas 3-5pm. Organ 
and piano music live during the 
day. Continues Sunday 12 noon- 
5pm and Monday llam-5pm. 


Courses and Special Events 


Learning for Discipleship and Ministry: Christian 
Discipleship. This course aims to help you review and 
deepen your Christian life, to understand more about 
your faith and nurture others. (7, 14 July, St Nicolas 
Church, Earley RG6 7JN 7. 15-9. 30pm and 7 July St 
James Church Gerrards Cross SL9 7DL 7.15-9.30pm), 
www.ldm . e ventbrite .co.uk 

Handling Conflict in the Church: Training days for 
incumbents and those in licensed ministry to increase 
your confidence and capability to handle conflict. Day 
2 - Handling interpersonal/one to one conflict 

5th July: Windmill Farm Conference Centre, Clanfield. 
Cost £15 which includes lunch. Email sheila. townsend@ 
oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208277. 

Safeguarding Training: 28 July, Church House Oxford, 
Langford Locks, 0X5 IGF. To book a place go to www. 
oxford.anglican.org/ clergy-safeguarding- training and 
follow the link to the Eventbrite page. 


Supporting You, Serving Schools: Training days for 
incumbents and a member of their parish to consider 
how they might best engage with their local school. 

In order to develop effective relationships between 
church and school, topics covered will include: in the 
current context of education the challenges and 
opportunities, building a productive relationship 
with the Head Teacher, collective worship and 
assemblies, finding and developing church 
appointed governors (12 July: Windmill Farm 
Conference Centre, Clanfield.) 


First Steps in Archives: Religious Archives Group; 
elementary training for those with responsibility for 
records and archives but with little or no professional 
training or support, Pusey House, St Giles, Oxford, 12 
July, 10.30am-4pm. £5 per person. For information 
or to book a place contact Dr Tim Powell: tim.powell@ 
nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 









